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Abstract:

Index Terms:

School District No. 22, Morrison, Jefferson County, Colorado
Morrison School Records, District No. 22, Jefferson County, Colorado
1874-1950 (Bulk 1900-1915 and 1925-1950)
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One 18% x 14% x 3 storage box, five 15% x 10% x 5 legal size Hollinger
boxes, and two 15% x 10% x 2% legal size Hollinger boxes, 3.23 cubic ft.

Chronological

The Morrison School records include documents created by the school as
part of their activities as an educational institution serving the Morrison
community and surrounding area. Records include teacher’s registers,
school census records, school reports, correspondence, photographs and
various school documents. Also included are documents pertaining to the
legal and financial aspects of running a school, such as State of Colorado
publications, district secretary’s record books, financial records, and
county treasurer’s reports. Additionally, some personal correspondence
and ephemera of the Rooney family are part of the collection.

Schools—Colorado—1Jefferson County —Morrison.

Rural schools—1874-1950.

Schools—Records and correspondence.

School districts—Records and correspondence.

School boards—Records and correspondence.
Teachers—Registers.

School principals—Registers.

Census—Students.

School buildings—History—Local.

Morrison, Colorado—United States.

Morrison, George—April 16, 1822-June 11, 1895.
Families—Rooney.

Families—Nelson.

School board members—Derby, Alice Rooney—1865-1929.
School board members—Nelson, Eloise Derby—1903-1974.
Neighbors of Woodcraft
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School Census Lists, 1894-1949. Series #167
Superintendent of Schools, Daily Record, 1949-1961. Series #112

School District No. 22, Morrison, Jefferson
County, Colorado Territory, was established
under the laws of the Colorado Territory in
early 1874 and a Board of Directors was
chosen. On August 20, 1874, twenty voters
of School District No. 22 requested in writing
that the Board of Directors call a special
meeting to vote on the issue of bonds for
constructing and furnishing a school building
for the District. Within ten days, an election
was held and the majority of voters
authorized the Board of Directors to issue
such bonds. On or about October 1, 1874, the
Board hired C.D. Platt as the first teacher for
the School District for a term of six months.

School opened on October 5, 1874 in a rented room.

District No. 22 was one of numerous small school districts created in Jefferson County and
throughout Colorado under the laws of the territory and then the state of Colorado. As the
population of the area increased and new communities were formed, new school districts were also
formed. Each district had its own elected board of directors. At one time there were 54 such
school districts located within Jefferson County.
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School District No. 22 was established in the small foothills community of Morrison, Colorado,
which was named for George Morrison, an early pioneer to the area. Mount Morrison, which rises
in the area behind Red Rocks Park, known in the past as Garden of the Angels, was also named for
him. He was a stone mason who immigrated to the Mount Vernon area in 1859. Later he moved to
the Bear Creek area and founded the Morrison Stone, Lime, and Town Co. The town of Morrison
was platted in 1874, the same year that the school district was established. The town was known as
Mt. Morrison for a period of time. The school district and school also used the name of Mt.
Morrison at times.

In early 1875, the school board accepted George Morrison's bid to build the school house. Located
on a bluff overlooking the community, it opened in 1875. It was built of stone from Morrison’s red
sandstone quarry at the end of the Dakota Hogback. Morrison constructed a two-story building,
which was uncommon among small rural schools of that time period. There were two classrooms
on the lower floor, and one large room on the upper floor. The upper floor room was used as a
classroom and auditorium. Part of the floor in this room was raised eight inches to serve as a stage.
The building had two staircases and wooden oak floors. It was heated by one coal stove and lighted
with oil lamps. There was only one door to the building, located at the front, through which to
enter and exit, which made the building a fire hazard, eventually necessitating the addition of a fire
escape. A bell tower was on the roof of the building, and the bell was rung every morning to
announce the start of school.

Classes were held for students in Grades 1 through 8. Students could continue their education by
attending high school in one of the larger communities nearby. During some school years, there
were three teachers in the school, one of whom also served as principal. During times of lower
enrollment numbers, there were only two teachers. The building was used as a school house from
its opening in 1875 until 1955 when a new school building opened. In 1949 the Colorado
legislature passed the School District Reorganization Act which encouraged the small rural school
districts in Colorado to consolidate with other schools to form larger districts. In 1950, only 39 of
the 54 small districts were still in existence in Jefferson County. In that year District No. 22 and
the other 38 remaining districts were consolidated and reorganized into one county-wide school
district known as Jefferson County R-1 Schools. This county-wide school district still serves
Jefferson County today.

The Morrison School building still stands today and serves as a private residence. It was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 and is one of several historic landmarks in
Morrison.

Image Reference:
“All About History from Morrison, Colorado, USA.” Historic Morrison. Morrison Historical Society, n.d. Web. 21
Nov. 2013 < http://morrisonhistory.wordpress.com/>

Text References:
“All About History from Morrison, Colorado, USA.” Historic Morrison. Morrison Historical Society, n.d. Web. 21
Nov. 2013 < http://morrisonhistory.wordpress.com/>

“Jefferson County Public Schools (Colorado).” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., 24 Oct. 2013. Web. 21
Nov. 2013. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_County Public Schools %28Colorado%29>
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“Morrison, Colorado,” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., 7 Nov. 2013. Web. 21 Nov. 2013.
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrison, Colorado>

Rohrer, Dan. Morrison Collected Papers. A photocopied collection of writings, 1976.

“Rural School Buildings in Colorado.” History Colorado. State of Colorado, n.d. Web. 21 Nov. 2013. <
http://www.historycolorado.org/archaeologists/rural-school-buildings-colorado>

Scope and Content Note

This collection contains records created by and related to the Morrison School, District 22 in
Jefferson County, Colorado. The collection has been divided into ten subseries, each of which is
described in detail below.

Subseries 1—Teacher’s Registers

Teacher’s registers range in date from 1899-1900 through 1949-1950, with many gaps. Registers
changed over time, but some information was basic to all registers such as students’ name, age,
address, and daily attendance by month. Pages at the end include visitor lists, summary enrollment
and attendance statistics for the year, subjects, textbooks, and teacher information.

In most registers through 1907, the only information recorded was students’ name, age, and
attendance, and some summary information. Registers were filled out more completely by the
school over time. By 1908, registers included space for student entry and withdrawal dates, boys
and girls were entered on separate pages, and the registers included instructions. By 1911, registers
included columns for grade, parent’s name, and students’ scholarship and deportment by month.
By the 1930s, summaries were more detailed. By the 1940s a record of students’ work was added.
Some registers include loose papers such as student work, newspaper clippings, book inventories,
and notes to the next teacher.

A few registers have incomplete or no school years on the cover and/or title page, while others have
confusing cover dates. If a year is totally missing from a register’s contents, the most likely date
for such year is shown in brackets. One register shows 1948-1950 on the cover and title page, but
the monthly pages are completely filled in for 1949-1950. This register is most likely [1949]-1950.
Another 1949-1950 register shows Ruth Goodner King on the cover as the teacher. The entire
inside portion of the register shows Mrs. M. E. Morrison as the teacher, including her signature.

Subseries 2—Census Lists

This collection contains school census lists for 1902, 1903 (two copies), 1905, 1909, 1922, 1925-
1937, 1940-1945, 1947-1950, and one undated from the early 1900s. Censuses from the early
1900s include student name, age, and residence, a summary report, and an oath to be signed by the
person conducting the census. Names are in alphabetical order by last name with boys listed on the
left page and girls on the right. By 1909 the census booklet included a page for deaf or blind
children.

By 1922, columns were added for place and date of birth, nativity of parents, and last school and
grade attended. A parent’s name was often listed for residence. State guidelines were to include all
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individuals living in the district between the ages of 6 and 21. By the late 1930s, the booklet asked
for nationality of parents instead of nativity, and noted if parents were illiterate. The pages for deaf
and blind also included mute and crippled children. Residence was changed to post office address,
which usually listed parent’s names. Some censuses contain loose handwritten notes with census
information about some of the students.

Subseries 3—School Reports to County Superintendent

Teachers were required to file periodic reports with the County Superintendent. The 1900 and 1903
reports were for the fall and spring terms and included enrollment and attendance statistics. By
1905 teachers filed monthly reports with this information. A principal’s or teacher’s annual report
was required and contained summary statistics along with teacher information, textbooks, subjects,
and general school information. An annual report completed by the board included similar
statistics along with financial information.

Subseries 4—Correspondence

Correspondence is arranged in folders by topic. Within each folder the arrangement is
chronological. The folder entitled Created by the School consists mainly of unfinished drafts. The
General School Business folder contains letters pertaining to tuition matters, bids for work and
supplies, a letter of resignation, and letters from a teacher’s association and placement agency.
Correspondence from Jefferson County offices consists of letters pertaining to tax levies and
financial matters from the Treasurer, Assessor, and Commissioners. Correspondence from the
County Superintendent covers topics including tax levies, tuition, recommended textbooks, and a
plat of the district.

The Teacher Employment Applications, Principal Employment Applications, and Employment
Acceptance folders relate to school personnel. They include application letters for teacher and
principal positions. Some applications include recommendations. A few include a two-cent stamp
or a self-addressed, stamped envelope for a reply from the district. The Employment Acceptance
folder contains letters from hired applicants. The Advertising folder contains catalogs, order forms,
flyers, and a sample Omaha spelling booklet. In the Insurance folder, policies are attached to the
correspondence.

Subseries 5—School Documents and Ephemera

School Documents and Ephemera include a perfect attendance certificate booklet dated 1915, with
names of students who received awards along with a few completed certificates that weren’t given
out. Also included is an unused, undated perfect attendance certificate signed by the County
Superintendent. Another document is a special school meeting notice for ordering tax for the 1913-
1914 school year. Some examples of student work, one from 1900 and others undated, are
included, along with blank, unused district forms.

Subseries 6—Photographs

The photographs include J. Bertram, who sent a photograph with his application letter in1915. He
served as principal beginning circal915. There are seven undated photographs of members of the
Nelson Family, and one photograph of Rose (last name unknown), 1947.
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Subseries 7—Publications, State of Colorado

Two State of Colorado publications are part of the collection. School Laws of the State of
Colorado, U.S.A. published in 1909 is a compilation of statutes that pertain to schools, including
required district and teacher forms and provisions from other state and federal laws that apply to
schools. The Rural and Village Schools of Colorado published in 1914 discusses an eight-year
survey on rural schools in Colorado.

Subseries 8—District Secretary’s Record Books

The first Record Book, 1874-1921, has the following chronological order. Minutes for September
17, 1874 through March 30, 1878 are enclosed in a folded paper labeled Property of School District
No. 22, Jefferson County, Colorado. This folded paper is loose in front of the book. The two
earliest meeting minutes are at the back of this folder on pages numbered 1 and 2. Minutes
continue at the front of this folder on pages 3-19. The folder says “This register dates from 1874-
1914.” However, it contains minutes through October 1921.

The bound part of the book, following the loose folder, begins with minutes for July 22, 1913 and
continues through October 6, 1921. These pages are numbered beginning with 11 and ending with
100. Beginning on page 101, are minutes for June 29, 1878 which continue chronologically
through May 31, 1913. Numbering stops with page 103. The last part of the book includes
financial records from 1876 through 1914, with numerous gaps which are not always in
chronological order. Also included are a plat and description of District 22.

The second Record Book contains meeting minutes for June 1924 through February 1925. The
third Record Book contains meeting minutes for May 8, 1938 through May 1940, a loose paper
with meeting minutes for April 1941, and a map of all the school districts in Jefferson County. The
fourth Record Book contains meeting minutes for September 21, 1944 through March 20, 1946 and
April 20, 1950 through December 1950, and a loose paper with meeting minutes for November
1946.

Loose items found in the 1874-1921 record that don’t relate to minutes are in a separate folder.
Loose items found in all the record books that relate to minutes are kept in the books. They include
copies of newspaper clippings, district election ballots, letters regarding tuition and school
attendance, a tax levy report, two teacher’s contracts and student work.

Subseries 9—Financial Records

The collection includes two financial record books used by board treasurers. One was used from
1936-1944; the other was used from June 30, 1948-June 30, 1949. A tax levy report for 1902 is in
the financial records; another is in the 1874-1921 record book. The County Superintendent
completed forms periodically to inform the district of its apportionment, valuation, and financial
condition. The district prepared Annual Financial Reports for Publication and yearly budgets as
required by law. Invoices and statements, receipts for money received and items purchased, and
paid orders on the county treasurer all represent a part of daily life in the school district. The
County Treasurer provided monthly, quarterly, and annual financial reports to the district. These
reports listed taxes collected, warrants paid, receipts and disbursements.
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Subseries 10—Personal Correspondence and Ephemera, Rooney Family

The personal correspondence to Alice Rooney Derby is dated 1881-1924 with some undated.
Ephemera belonging to Eloise Derby Nelson and Berta Lou Nelson are from 1935, 1943, 1947 and
some undated. War Ration Books belonging to Charles Nelson and Roger Nelson are from 1942
and undated. The Neighbors of Woodcraft records include meeting minutes, correspondence and
miscellaneous documents from 1909-10, 1925-28 and some undated.
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Container List
Subseries 1—Teacher’s Registers

1899-1900
J. H. Shriber

1900-1901
J. H. Shriber

1900-1901
Edith Eva Ault

1901-1902
S. T. Shipman

1901-1902
Etta E. Shipman

1902-1903
S. T. Shipman

1903-1904
S. T. Shipman

1904-1905
S. T. Shipman

[1906]-1907
Gertrude Fleming

1906-1907
Goldie M. Angevine

Undated.
No teacher’s name

1908-1909
Minnie M. Dailey, Ernest Long, and Vina Williams

1909-1910

Fannie E. Graff, J. Walter Lee, and Mary F. Stephens

1910-1911
Fannie E. Graff and J. W. Lee

Box

Folder

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a
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Container List
Subseries 1—Teacher’s Registers (cont.)

1911-1912
Bertha Aldinger [1912] and Lillie C. Becker

1912-[1913]
Dorothy C. Sieg

1914-1915
F. A. Walker

1931-1932
LaVerne C. Wells

1933-1934
G. Roscoe McClure and LaVerne Wells

1934-1935
LaVerne Wells

1935-1936
LaVerne C. Wells

1936-1937
LaVerne C. Wells

1937-1938
William R. Franklin and Mrs. W. C. Stiver [1938]

1938-1939
Lawrence Keenan and Mrs. Georgie Rouse

1939-1940
Lawrence E. Keenan and Mrs. Georgie M. Rouse

1940-1941
Lawrence Keenan and Mrs. Jane Myers

1941-1942
Mr. Keenan and Elizabeth Ann Birney

1942-1943

Grace M. Boling and Violet A. Pearce, loose pages only from registers

1943-1944
Mrs. Blanche B. Anderson and Grace Boling

10

Box

Folder

10
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Container List
Subseries 1—Teacher’s Registers (cont.)

1944-1945
Helen Bevans

1945-1946
Helen E. Bevans, Marguerite R. Harrington, and VVera Rooney

1947-1948
Helen E. Bevans, Marguerite R. Harrington, and Mrs. Peterson

1948-1949
Charlotte Burnside, Mrs. Ida Magnusson, and Mrs. Daisy Tait

1949-1950
Mrs. Thelma Field [1949], Vonceil A. Husted, and Mrs. Mary E.
Morrison (cover of register says Ruth Goodner King)
Subseries 2—Census L.ists
1902, 1903 (2 copies), 1905, 1909, 1922 & one undated
1925-1937
1940-1945
1947-1950
Subseries 3—School Reports to County Superintendent

Teacher’s Term Report, 1900 & 1903

Teacher’s Monthly Enrollment and Attendance Reports, 1905-1911 (gaps)
& one undated

Principal’s or Teacher’s Annual Report to County Superintendent and
Secretary, 1902-1949 (gaps)

Annual Report of School District to Superintendent, 1900-1915 (gaps) &
one undated

Subseries 4—Correspondence
Created by School, 1909, 1940, 1944 & undated

General School Business, 1904, 1910, 1912, 1913, 1914, 1924, 1945

11

Box

(6}

Folder

11

12
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Container List Box Folder

Subseries 4—Correspondence (cont.)

From Jefferson County Offices, 1908, 1913, 1914 & one undated 5 7
From the County Superintendent, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1941, 1942 & one 5 8
undated
Teacher Employment Applications, 1909, 1910, 1913, 1914, 1941, 1948 5 9
Principal Employment Applications, 1909, 1914, 1915 5 10
Employment Acceptance Letters, 1909, 1910, 1913, 1914 5 11
Advertising, 1909-1915 5 12
Insurance Policies, 1903-1906 5 13
Miscellaneous, 1881, 1914 & undated 5 14

Subseries 5—School Documents and Ephemera

Attendance Awards, 1915 & undated 5 15
Meeting Notice, 1913-1914 5 16
Student Work, 1900 & undated 5 17
Blank District Forms , undated 5 18
Miscellaneous, undated 5 19

Subseries 6—Photographs

Photographs, circa 1915, 1947 & undated 5 20
Subseries 7—Publications, State of Colorado

School Laws of the State of Colorado U.S.A., 1909 5 21

The Rural and Village Schools of Colorado, An Eight Year Survey of Each 5 22
School District, 1906-1913 Inclusive, 1914

Subseries 8—District Secretary’s Record Books

Record Book, 1874-1921 6 1

12
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Container List

Subseries 8—District Secretary’s Record Books (cont.)
Loose Documents from Record Book, 1874-1921

Record Book, June 1924 - February 1925

Record Book, May 8, 1938 - May 1940 & April 1941

Record Book, September 21, 1944-March 20, 1946, April 20, 1950-
December 1950, & November 1946

Subseries 9—Financial Records

District Treasurer’s Cash Book, 1936-1944

School District Record Book, June 30, 1948 - June 30, 1949
Tax Levy Report, 1902

Quarterly Notice of Apportionment from County Superintendent, 1905-
1915 (gaps)

Valuation of District Reports from County Superintendent, 1905, 1913 &
1914

Condition of District Reports from County Superintendent, 1907-1914 (gaps)

Annual Financial Statement for Publication, 1913-1915
Budget for School Year, 1934-1935, 1935-1936 & 1936-1937

Invoices and Statements, 1906-1915, 1921, & 1944
(None for 1911 or 1912)

Receipts for Purchases Made, 1907-1913 (gaps)
Receipts for Money Received, 1906, 1910, 1912 & 1913

Paid Orders on County Treasurer, 1906-1907 school year through
1909-1910 school year

Paid Orders on County Treasurer, 1910-1911 school year through
1914-1915 school year

County Treasurer’s Monthly Report of Taxes Collected, 1913-1915 (gaps)
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Box Folder
6 2
6 3
6 4
6 5
6 6
1 n/a
6 7
6 8
6 9
6 10
6 11
6 12
6 13
6 14
6 15
7 1
7 2
7 3
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Container List Box Folder

Subseries 9—Financial Records (cont.)

Quarterly Statement of County Treasurer, 1907-1915 (gaps) 7 4
County Treasurer’s Annual Statement for District 22, 1907-1915 (gaps) 7 5
Subseries 10—Personal Correspondence and Ephemera of Rooney Family

Alice Rooney Derby, Personal Correspondence, 1881-1924 & some undated 8 1
Eloise Derby Nelson and Berta Lou Nelson, Ephemera, 1935, 1943, 1947 8 2

& undated

Charles Nelson and Roger Nelson, War Ration Books, 1942 & undated 8 3
Neighbors of Woodcraft Records, 1909-1910, 1925-1928 & undated 8 4

14
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Separation List
Brown leather zippered portfolio

Folder containing research on property (schedule #037071) and prior year property tax statements,
1999

Letter to F.W. Adams, Morrison Lodge 1.0.0.F. from Secretary of Golden Lodge, undated
Postage stamp, 2 cents in envelope, 1914
Tire Inspection Record for Burton O. Croft, 1943

United Way sticker, 1965-1966
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