


















28

Air Travel
Colorado is served by 76 airports including general aviation 
facilities and commercial service airports. Colorado’s 14 
commercial-service airports form the backbone of the state’s 
aviation system with passenger boardings estimated at 23 
million in 2005 and projected to double by 2035. In 2006, the 
Denver International Airport was ranked fi fth in passenger 
boardings and 19th in freight cargo by weight for airports in the 
nation. Air cargo shipments are also projected to double in the 
coming decades. 

The statewide aviation system plays a key role in the transportation network, generating billions of dollars 
in economic benefi ts, including thousands of jobs. Colorado’s public-use airports generate $23.5 billion in 
annual economic activity and are responsible for more than 280,000 jobs and nearly $10 billion in yearly 
wages including $1.5 billion in economic activity, along with 19,000 jobs and $645 million in salaries from 
general aviation airports. To meet future aviation demands and ensure a healthy and diverse economy in 
the years to come, continued investment in Colorado’s airport system on the local, state and federal levels 
will be necessary. Federal and state funds are available for use at commercial and publicly owned general 
aviation airports. A listing of airport public and private ownership is included in the Aviation Technical Report 
on the CD-ROM in the back of this Plan.

Colorado Airports
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On the web:  http://www.colorado-aeronautics.org/SystemPlan/Colorado_ExecutiveSummary%201.pdf 



29

STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF CORRIDOR VISIONS
Corridor visions comprise an integrated transportation network refl ecting long range local, regional and 
statewide travel needs in response to community values, economic development and environmental 
considerations.  By projecting population, employment and growth a quarter-century into the future, corridor 
visions offer recommendations about what the future could and should look like.

The Transportation Commission provides policy guidance to ensure the integrity of the Statewide System.  
For Interstate and Inter-regional travel routes designed in blue on the Statewide System map below, 
the Commission places a high priority on:  maintaining the original federal Interstate purpose as part of 
the National Defense System, achieving performance measure objectives, optimizing the transportation 
system before expansion, recognizing a variety of funding mechanisms and coordinating comprehensive 
land use and transportation planning to limit growth in vehicle miles traveled.

Statewide System
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Corridor Visions
Colorado’s extensive system of transportation corridors serve Colorado residents, visitors and commerce 
in accessing jobs, health services, recreation and moving products through the state. The corridor vision 
concept introduced in the 2030 Transportation Plan was further refi ned in the 2035 Statewide Plan. 
Approximately 350 corridor visions have been updated by the Transportation Planning Regions to identify 
current trends and conditions. Environmental resources and mitigation strategies were included in response 
to SAFETEA-LU. Together the individual corridor visions present a statewide vision that links transportation 
goals and strategies to investment decisions. Corridor visions increase the effi ciency and accountability of 
the transportation system by aligning 
vision strategies and project priorities.

The corridor visions propose strategies 
aimed at meeting each corridor’s 
unique transportation goals, such 
as: constructing passing lanes and 
improving shoulders; expanding transit 
bus and rail services; improving Poor
pavement conditions; providing bike 
and pedestrian pathways; adding 
general-purpose lanes to improve 
congestion and safety; supporting 
linkages to other transportation 
facilities; and promoting Transportation 
Demand Management strategies such 
as carpool and vanpool services. Taken together, the corridor visions establish an integrated, system-wide 
vision that balances local and statewide transportation goals and strategies. 

The corridor visions further CDOT’s environmental stewardship role by incorporating environmental 
resources present in the corridor and linking to statewide activities that could be used to mitigate project 
impacts to protected environmental resources.

All the corridor visions can be accessed on the web or CD-ROM; see the last page 
of this document for instructions. A graphical display describing each corridor vision, 
such as the one shown above for I-25, is available on the accompanying CD-ROM and 
on the web:

http://www.dot.state.co.us/StatewidePlanning/PlansStudies/2035Plan.asp
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RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The state continues to invest in key improvements throughout Colorado. Many planning partners have 
been involved in these accomplishments, helping improve mobility, safety and system quality options. A 
few of the recent accomplishments are highlighted below.

Strategic Project Program

This program advances improvements to 28 transportation corridors of state and regional signifi cance that 
were initiated by the Transportation Commission in 1996 and accelerated through a voter supported bond 
issuance in 1999. The Legislature has continued to fund this program with a transfer of General Funds 
through Senate Bill 97-1. Over 60 percent of the strategic projects are complete. Recent progress on the 
Strategic Projects Program includes:

COSMIX Project - Short for the Colorado Springs Metro Interstate 
Expansion, the project is widening I-25 to three lanes in each 
direction along 12 miles through the city core. It will also improve 
the confi guration of several key interchanges and bridges.

T-REX - Metro Denver’s Transportation Expansion Project, a $1.67 billion combined freeway 
reconstruction and light-rail extension, along 17 miles of Denver’s I-25 and I-225 freeway system.

Strategic Transit Program - A legislative mandate calls for a minimum of ten percent of Senate Bill 
97-1 (General Funds) to be used for strategic transit-related capital improvements. The Transportation 
Commission has approved $65 million in funding for 19 transit projects from 2006 to 2010 and if 
additional SB-1 funding becomes available, more transit projects 
will be funded. A few project examples include:

Front Range Express (FREX) service in Colorado • 
Springs running between Colorado Springs, 
Monument, Castle Rock and Denver. The $6 million 
project purchased 19 coaches and began daily 
weekday service in 2007.
Transit Center located in downtown Durango will support the city’s bus fl eet and other • 
regional and local bus services by housing eight bus bays with room to expand to 14 bays 
for public and private operations. The $5 million project is scheduled to be operational 
in 2009.

US 287 Ports to Plains Corridor – Recently completed segments of the Ports to Plains Corridor, an 
important truck route from Texas to Denver, carries up to 70 percent large trucks. Improvements include 
concrete paving, wider lanes and shoulders, and intersection and safety upgrades. Approximately 80 
percent of the anticipated $150 million project is now complete.

US 40 Berthoud Pass Corridor - Reconstruction of this previously narrow, 
high altitude highway provided a safer, modern mountain corridor and also 
improved water quality, reduced erosion, and took steps to protect local 
wildlife. The project received fi ve national and international awards.
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Other Projects:

  FasTracks - Planning and design has begun for the Denver area Regional 
Transportation District’s 12-year comprehensive plan to build and operate 
rail lines and expand and improve bus service and park-n-Rides throughout 
the region.

Safe Routes to School - With the passage of SAFETEA-LU, Colorado implemented its Safe Routes 
to School program to encourage children K-8 to bike and walk to school. Colorado leads the nation 
by being the fi rst state to put this federally-funded program in place. It continues to lead by helping 
local jurisdictions develop both infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects across the state such 
as the Walking and Wheeling Wednesday program in Boulder that now has almost 50 percent of the 
students walking or biking to school every day. 

I-25 Express Lanes – New High Occupancy Toll lanes allow single-
occupant vehicles to use the new express lanes for a toll automatically billed 
through transponder technology. Actual usage far exceeds forecasts.

US 50 near Cimarron – Recent widening near Cimarron on Black 
Mesa straightened curves, widened shoulders, and added guardrails 
and other safety improvements on this critical east-west link in 
western Colorado.

State Highway 9 Frisco to Breckenridge – This ongoing project 
includes widening SH 9 to four lanes. Design elements include 
intersection reconstruction, divided medians, recreational path 
relocations, water quality ponds and wetland mitigation, a bridge over 
the Blue River, curb and gutter in some areas, right-of-way acquisitions, 
the Park Avenue Roundabout at the entrance to Breckenridge, and 
traffi c signal upgrades.

Strategic Projects - continued:

US 160 Wolf Creek Pass - The project included a one-half mile stretch of US 160 east of the new 
tunnel. Crews blasted and removed rock, widening the lanes and shoulders and upgraded guardrails 
to meet current federal safety standards.

I-25/US 50/SH 47 Interchange - The I-25 and Eagleridge Interchange located on the north end of the 
City of Pueblo improved safety and mobility in the rapidly growing area.

I-25, SH 7 to SH 66 – Interstate 25 has been widened from two to three lanes in each direction from 
SH 7 to SH 52 and construction is underway extending the I-25 widening to SH 66.

Photo courtesy of RTD
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US 50 in Cañon City – Construction is under way of a new roundabout on US 50 in Cañon City 
to provide vehicle and pedestrian safety improvements as a key component to a more accessible 
downtown and Main Street.

Maroon Creek Bridge - Originally constructed as a railroad 
trestle bridge in 1888, the Maroon Creek Bridge on SH 82 was 
converted for highway use in 1929. The nearly completed new 
bridge will be a safe, cost-effective, environmentally-friendly and 
aesthetically-pleasing structure.

I-25 Reconstruction in Trinidad – CDOT has begun replacement of the aging viaduct through 
Trinidad to provide safe, acceptable access to and from the city and the Colorado state border. 
Along with the new infrastructure being designed and constructed to the latest geometric and safety 
standards, the new facility incorporates aesthetic features that tie into the city’s historical architecture 
and natural surroundings.

Scenic Byways - The Secretary of Transportation designated two of 
Colorado’s 25 Scenic & Historic Byways as National Scenic Byways: 
Trails of the Ancients and Colorado River Headwaters. Colorado is 
now tied with Oregon with 10 national designations, the most in the 
country.

US 287 North of Longmont – With the completion of the Berthoud Bypass, this 20 year vision to 
widen US 287 to four lanes from Broomfi eld to Ft. Collins was fi nally realized.

Riverside Parkway – The Riverside Parkway in Grand Junction is 
a 100 percent locally funded project with a shared community vision 
to improve pedestrian and bicycle access and provide an attractive 
entryway into the City, eliminate dangerous railroad crossings, and 
provide future fl ood protection to the Riverside neighborhood.

SH 131 – Yampa River South Corridor Reconstruction
Roadway construction, shoulders and drainage improvements have been completed on the Catamount 
South project near Steamboat Springs. Additional roadway reconstruction and shoulder widening is 
scheduled for the SH 131/Choke Cherry Lane project beginning summer 2008.
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FINANCIAL OUTLOOK
The greatest hurdle to meeting transportation demand in Colorado will be fi nding the resources to pay 
for it. Revenues simply are not keeping pace with the growth in demand throughout the state or with the 
dramatic increases in maintenance and construction costs.

Vision Plan Costs

Achieving the vision set forth in this plan will come 
with a challenging price tag. The total cost to provide  
the 2035 statewide vision expressed by Coloradans 
for all modes and corridors at the state and local 
level is estimated to be $249 billion in 2008 dollars. 
About 42 percent of these funds will be needed for 
state highways, 24 percent will be required for transit 
and rail enhancements, 30 percent will be needed 
for local roads, bicycle/pedestrian and Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) improvements, and 
four percent will be directed to aviation. Funding 
this level of commitment will be quite a challenge in 
the years ahead. 

From a grass roots effort, each of the 15 Transportation Planning Regions updated the corridor visions to 
integrate community values, land use decisions, and environmental concerns with transportation needs. 
Regional corridor visions were combined into the statewide vision. If funds become available to implement 
the vision strategies, roadway improvements and modal choices will enhance transportation mobility and 
reliability for Coloradans.

Estimated Revenue

Total revenues of $123 billion are forecast to fund Colorado’s transportation program from 2008 to 2035 
which is about half of the funding needed to build the vision. The revenue estimate includes about $28 billion 
projected for the state highway system. Dedicated transportation revenues are generated from federal and 
state fuel taxes, state vehicle registration fees and regional sales taxes. Discretionary transportation funds 

come from local taxes and portions of the 
state sales and income tax. The remaining 
$95 billion will come from sources directed 
toward investment in the local roadway 
network, public transportation systems, 
and the aviation system.

Statewide Forecast of Estimated Revenues
2008-2035
$123 Billion
(2008 Dollars)

GEN. FUND
(SB 1 AND HB 1310)

7% 

CDOT HUTF
8% 

AVIATION
5% FEDERAL HIGHWAY

7% 

LOCAL TRANSIT
19% 

LOCAL HUTF
4% 

OTHER LOCAL
46% 

OTHER CDOT 
REVENUE

1% 

FEDERAL
TRANSIT

3% 

LOCAL ROADS,
BICYCLE/

PEDESTRIAN,
ITS
30%

STATE HIGHWAY
42%

TRANSIT/RAIL
24%

AVIATION
4% 

Statewide Vision by Mode
2008-2035
$249 Billion
(2008 Dollars)
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Investment Categories
Given the expanding gap between needs and resources, investments in the transportation system must be 
both effi cient and effective. The Colorado Department of Transportation, as the steward of the state highway 
system funds, has developed a funding decision-making process based on investment categories and 
goals and objectives for each investment category, using a set of performance measures and standards. 
This process allows CDOT to establish funding priorities and to track progress toward meeting its goals 
and objectives.

CDOT funding decisions are based on four primary investment categories. A fi fth category, Strategic 
Projects, has been incorporated into these four primary categories:

Safety•  – Services, programs and projects 
that reduce fatalities, injuries and property 
damage for all users and providers of the 
system
System Quality•  – Activities, programs 
and projects that maintain the physical 
(integrity/condition) function and aesthetics 
of the existing transportation infrastructure
Mobility•  – Programs, services and projects 
that enhance the movement of people, 
goods and information 
Program Delivery•  – Functions that 
enable the successful delivery of CDOT’s 
programs, projects and services

These investment categories, objectives and performance measures are used by the Transportation 
Commission to make informed trade-offs about how best to allocate limited state and federal fi nancial 
resources to meet growing transportation needs. CDOT always identifi es safety as the highest priority to 
assure the safety of the traveling public. The common link between safety, system quality and mobility 
investment categories often includes multiple investment categories. For instance, widening roadway 
shoulders provides safety benefi ts to cyclists and pull-off areas for vehicles while improving mobility and 
system quality. Current spending allocations on a statewide basis refl ect the priority of system quality and 
mobility investment categories that include the inherent safety component.

In order to ensure that the residents of Colorado are 
afforded choices in meeting their transportation needs, 
decision-makers must also consider how funds should be 
allocated across all modes of travel. While Transportation 
Commission policy prioritizes the spending of most state 
and federal highway funds, local governments determine 
how to allocate local funds for local roads, transit and 
other modes. This chart illustrates current expectations for 
allocations among the modes.

PROGRAM
DELIVERY

5%
SPP 3%

SYSTEM
QUALITY

52% 

MOBILITY
33%

SPP 1%SPP 5% SAFETY
10%

X% =   Percent Strategic Project Program (SPP)
     Distributed to Investment Category

Statewide Spending by Investment Category
2008-2035
$123 Billion
(2008 Dollars)

SPP 9%

Statewide Spending by Mode
2008-2035
$123 Billion
(2008 Dollars)

LOCAL ROADS,
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN

49%

STATE
HIGHWAY

23%

TRANSIT/RAIL
23%

AVIATION
5% 
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System Performance Related to Investment

Forecast Revenue Scenario

The base scenario, Forecast Revenue, represents the level of funding currently 
estimated to be available by CDOT’s resource allocation program plus local and modal 
revenue projections through 2035. It is estimated that $28 billion will be available for 
state highway programs, and an additional $95 billion will be available for transit, 
other modes and local roads, totaling $123 billion from all sources by 2035.

With this scenario, conditions on the state transportation system will deteriorate. The average driver on 
the state’s congested routes will experience an increase in daily delay from 22 minutes today to nearly 
70 minutes in 2035. Today’s approximately 60 percent Good/Fair rating for roadway surfaces on the state 
highway system will fall to 25 percent; local roads will also deteriorate. It is also estimated many major 
bridges statewide will require load restrictions, increased maintenance or other special management 
measures to ensure safe conditions. Efforts to reduce traffi c fatalities and crashes will be diminished, and 
less than two-thirds of the estimated demand for public transit in the state will be met. These results will 
have a negative effect on our quality of life.

Sustain Current Performance Scenario

The Sustain Current Performance Scenario represents the funding needed 
to sustain the transportation system at current performance levels. The level of 
investment necessary to achieve today’s level of performance is estimated at $176 
billion, or $53 billion beyond currently forecast revenues through 2035. It will cost 
$64 billion - $36 billion beyond forecast revenues - to sustain the state highway 

system, including maintenance and operation costs beyond improvements to widen the state highway 
system. If the funding becomes available to sustain the system at current performance levels, the system 
would not refl ect any improvement over today’s conditions. Instead, with an additional $53 billion beyond 
the current revenue forecast through 2035, the maintenance level of service would be sustained at a “B” 
grade, congestion delay sustained at 22 minutes, pavement and bridge condition sustained at today’s 
levels, fatality rates reduced, as well as sustaining service levels for aviation, transit and local roads.

Accomplish Vision Scenario

The Accomplish Vision Scenario refl ects the additional investment level necessary to 
achieve the transportation vision strategies developed through the corridor visioning 
public process. To accomplish the vision would require a total of more than $249 
billion, more than double the currently forecast revenues through 2035.

If additional funds were available to accomplish the vision, the investment would 
result in signifi cantly better performance on the network than is experienced today, even with the growth 
anticipated in the state. The vision would provide Colorado with signifi cant mobility and safety benefi ts 
such as a 21st Century inter-regional public transportation, state-of-the-art traveler information systems, 
seamless point-to-point travel over a multimodal system, and inter-modal freight transportation.

Vision improvements and modal choices would enhance transportation activities defi ned by CDOT’s 
management systems. Regional priorities in vision plans include activities such as adding shoulders and 
passing lanes, making interchange and intersection improvements, widening highways, implementing 
intercity public transportation and high speed rail. In addition to these quantifi able results, the additional 
vision investment would make great strides in other benefi ts such as economic development and improved 
quality of life.

$123 BILLION FUNDING LEVEL
2035 PERFORMANCE

POOR

FAIR

GOOD

$175 BILLION FUNDING LEVEL
2035 PERFORMANCE

POOR

FAIR

GOOD

$249 BILLION FUNDING LEVEL
2035 PERFORMANCE

POOR

FAIR

GOOD
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$95B $112B >$142B

Estimated 2035 Local Roadway, Transit / Rail and
Aviation System Performance Outcomes

Aviation
General State
of the System

Local Roadway
General State
of the System

Transit / Rail
Percent of

Demand Met Deteriorated
$28B

Deteriorated
$61B

Sustained $6B

INVESTMENT
SCENARIO Forecast Revenue

Cost to
Accomplish Vision

Cost to Sustain
Current Performance

TOTAL
INVESTMENT

(2008 Dollars in Billions)

Sustained
$32B

Sustained
$73B

Sustained $6B

Improved $9B

Improved
$59B

Improved
>$74B

*

Estimated 2035 State Highway System Performance Outcomes

*Congestion is one component of the mobility investment category
**Fatality Rate may decrease with the passage of a primary seat belt law

Congestion*
(Average minutes of

daily delay per traveler
in congested corridors)

Safety
(Fatality Rate per 100M

vehicle miles traveled)

Maintenance
Grade

Pavement
Condition

Bridge
Condition

Forecast Revenue

$28B
$64B

Cost to
Accomplish Vision

$107B

70

22

1.26 1.10 1.00**

F B B

<22

CDOT Highway Funds Only

25%
Good/Fair

60%
Good/Fair

75%
Good/Fair

60%
Good/Fair

95%
Good/Fair

100%
Good/Fair

P
E

R
F

O
R

M
A

N
C

E
 M

E
A

S
U

R
E

INVESTMENT
SCENARIO

TOTAL
INVESTMENT

(2008 Dollars in Billions)

Cost to Sustain
Current Performance

Corridor Vision
Improvements / Modal Choices

Total Plan Costs 2008-2035

INVESTMENT
SCENARIO

TOTAL
INVESTMENT

(2008 Dollars in Billions)
$123B $176B >$249B

$4.4B $6.3B $8.9B

ANNUAL
INVESTMENT

(2008 Dollars in Billions)

Forecast Revenue
Cost to

Accomplish Vision
Cost to Sustain

Current Performance

*Dollar amounts may not add due to rounding.
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The Funding Gap
With the extensive statewide effort that helped create this 2035 Plan, the strategies necessary to maintain 
and improve Colorado’s transportation system in order to support the state’s economic growth and to 
enhance our quality of life are clear. But under existing revenue and fi nancing conditions, funding allocations 
will fall far short of being able to implement those strategies. It is estimated that between now and 2035 an 
additional $53 billion will be necessary just to sustain existing transportation service levels in Colorado. If 
we wish to fulfi ll the vision of the citizens of Colorado and to meet community values throughout the state, 
we will need to raise $126 billion more than forecast through traditional sources.

The funding gap grows due to increasing demands on the aging infrastructure, deteriorating performance 
of the transportation system, climbing costs and stagnant revenue. An increasing population with more 
travel needs is increasing traffi c on already congested roadways and putting extra wear and tear on aging 
roads and bridges. Deteriorating roadway surface conditions will result in an increase in driving time on 
rough pavement from 20 minutes today to 40 minutes in ten years when driving an hour on an average 
stretch of highway. Bridges in disrepair will be weight-posted requiring heavy trucks to take longer, most 
costly routes to deliver consumer goods. About 50 percent of transit vehicles in rural areas need to be 
replaced. Since the last gas increase in the early 1990s, construction costs have increased so that federal 
and state gas tax dollars have lost about one-third of their buying power. Regardless of the increasing 
price of gasoline, the gas tax that supports the transportation system remains at a fl at rate.

This is where tough choices must be made. We know that transportation investments create economic 
benefi ts to citizens and businesses in the state, and most importantly, transportation investments will 
enhance the quality of life for the state’s residents and will improve the state’s economic competitiveness. 
Without additional resources and implementation of leadership programs that manage demand placed on 
the transportation system, only the most critical transportation needs can be met.

$123B $176B >$249B

Estimated 2035 Funding Gap By Investment Scenario

Unfunded Gap

Forecast Revenue
$123B

INVESTMENT
SCENARIO Forecast Revenue

Cost to
Accomplish Vision

Cost to Sustain
Current Performance

TOTAL INVESTMENT
(2008 Dollars in Billions)

$123B

>$126B

$123B

$53B

*

State Highway

Mode Forecast vs. Sustain Forecast vs. VisionGap Gap

Transit/Rail

Local Roadway

Aviation

State Transportation System (Total)

$27.8

$27.8

$60.7

$6.5

$122.8

$63.7

$32.4

$73.4

$6.5

$176

$35.9

$4.6

$12.7

NA

$53.2

$27.8

$27.8

$60.7

$6.5

$122.8

$107

$59

>$74*

<$9

>$249

$79.2

$31.2

>$13.3

<$2.5

>$126

Estimated 2035 Funding Gap By Mode
(2008 Dollars in Billions) 

*Includes $1B in DRCOG Bicycle/Pedestrian Vision Costs Dollar amounts may not add due to rounding.
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What Are You Really Spending When You Hit The Road?
The per capita spending that supports roads and bridges is relatively small compared to the cost of 
operating a vehicle.

Gas Tax Remains Flat

The eight percent of your driving dollar dedicated to tax support for transportation improvements has not 
kept pace with other driving costs, particularly the cost of fuel, over time. Even though the price of gas goes 
up at the pump, the gas tax remains fl at. Since the gas tax supports the transportation system, increasing 
gas costs do not provide any increase in transportation revenues.
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Gas: 31%
Maintenance: 16%
Tires: 3%
Full Coverage Insurance: 21%
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27% 21% 18% 17% 9% 8%
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TRANSPORTATION CONNECTION TO THE STATE’S ECONOMY
Most people choose to live in Colorado because of the unparalleled quality of life offered by our state. 
Great scenery, blue skies, a reasonable cost of living, and a vibrant economy providing job opportunities – 
these are the elements that make Colorado so attractive. This quality of life and the economic successes 
that Colorado residents and businesses enjoy are made possible by a safe and effi cient transportation 
system. Our economic health and our ability to remain competitive with other states clearly depend on the 
effi cient transport of people and goods.

A recent CDOT study found that economic benefi ts exceed transportation investments when considering 
travel cost savings and additional income for Colorado residents. Based on 2030 projections, an additional 
$48 billion in future transportation investments would amount to $60 billion in quantifi able economic 
benefi ts. The additional investment would reduce congestion-related delays by 72 percent compared to 
2030 revenue projections. Better pavement quality would lower annual per vehicle operating costs by six 
percent and safety improvements would reduce the number of fatalities on public roadways by 14 percent. 
In addition, other more intangible economic benefi ts from transportation investments are realized such as 
economic competitiveness, new jobs benefi ts to the tourism industry, quality of life, as well as short-term 
construction benefi ts such as construction services and raw materials.

By investing at a level to attain the transportation vision, even greater economic benefi ts may be realized. 
In addition to further enhanced safety, greater travel cost savings and greater productivity, signifi cant 
benefi ts to economic development, meeting public transportation demand and access to recreation would 
further enhance our quality of life, benefi ting Coloradans individually and collectively.

In order to sustain Colorado’s transportation system current levels of service, it will cost much more than 
forecast revenues will allow. Right now, the average vehicle owner pays $177 per year to support the State 
Highway system. To maintain existing roads, bridges and transit services, the average owner would need 
to pay $405 per year. That’s an increase of less than $19 per month or 63¢ per day, about the same as 
upgrading a morning coffee from a small to a large cup.

Sustaining Our Transportation System - Per Capita Costs
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Source: Statewide Economic Benefi ts of Transportation Investment, BBC Research & Consulting and Felsburg Holt & Ullevig, 
April, 2007; http://www.dot.state.co.us/StateWidePlanning/PlansStudies/Docs/Statewide_econ_benefi t_study_2007.pdf

 Study based on 2005 dollars as projected in Colorado’s 2030 Statewide Transportation Plan.

$48 BILLION
Spent on Infrastructure

Improvements

$60 BILLION
Total Estimated Benefit

Implementing the 2030 Plan
Positive Return On Investment

• 26 hours of time saved (per resident)
• $240 in travel time savings (per resident)
• $600 million in savings for Colorado

• 30 Gallons of fuel saved per resident
• $205 vehicle maintenance savings
 per vehicle

• 12,100 fewer total accidents
• 4,300 fewer accidents with injuries
• 140 lives saved

• Increased economic competitiveness
  including 10,900 new long-term jobs
• Improved access to health and human
  services
• Increased visitation to tourist destinations

IMPROVED TRAVEL TIME SAVINGS

REDUCED VEHICLE OPERATING COSTS

IMPROVED SAFETY CONDITIONS

BUSINESS EXPANSION AND ATTRACTION

OTHER BENEFITS
• Quality of life
• Economic Competitiveness
• Tourism

$23
BILLION

$12
BILLION

$6
BILLION

$19
BILLION

Not
Quantified

EXAMPLES OF ANNUAL BENEFITS INCLUDE:

TOTAL
BENEFIT

THROUGH
2030
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MOVING COLORADO
The 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan represents the vision the people of Colorado would like to see for 
their transportation system. The corridor visions identifi ed in this Plan integrate local land use decisions, 
community values, and environmental considerations with local and statewide transportation needs. Within 
each corridor vision, specifi c improvement strategies are identifi ed that will help achieve that vision. These 
visions represent an ultimate goal to work toward and are not time-specifi c.

The corridor visions and strategies developed by the public and identifi ed in the plan provide a context within 
which to include and prioritize projects. The rate of population and employment growth, travel patterns and 
local land-use decisions all infl uence priorities and timing of transportation improvements. These corridor 
visions help CDOT coordinate with local governments to prioritize the investment of available dollars into 
projects that best meet the visions expressed by the public.

Moving Colorado: Vision for the Future provides the foundation for a discussion between policy 
makers and the public on what part of the visions the state can afford to accomplish, including potential 
compromises in service levels to stay within available dollars.

The Midterm Implementation Strategy concept 
will help guide investments over the next few 
years. Funding may only be focused on corridors 
and improvements that are considered critical 
to maintain and operate the system as safely 
as possible for travelers, visitors, residents and 
businesses. Over the past 10 years, CDOT has 
been stretching dollars to maintain all of the 
transportation system. Due to stagnant revenue 
streams lagging behind rising construction costs, 
CDOT must now only invest in the most critical programs, corridors and/or lower performance standards. 
It is no longer possible to maintain the entire system at current performance levels with reduced funding 
levels. Specifi c strategies are being developed to set the stage for tough decisions that must be made to 
focus investments if revenues do not increase.

Diffi cult challenges continue to threaten the state’s transportation system. Declining resources compared 
to escalating costs, rapid population growth, increasing traffi c congestion, and an aging infrastructure all 
pose obstacles to a seamless, effi cient and rapid movement of people, goods and information. It is now 
time to make the tough decisions to invest only in the most critical needs. At the same time, revenue options 
to increase transportation revenues identifi ed by the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel need momentum by 
community and business leaders and CDOT’s planning partners to prevent the system from falling short of 
the public’s expectation.

The public has a tough decision, also. Are you willing to live with reduced transit services, increased 
congestion, Poor road surfaces, load-posted bridges, and roads closed due to snow or is transportation 
a priority that you are willing to support through additional funding to maintain the existing transportation 
system and quality of life in Colorado?

TRANSPORTATION
COSTS

AVAILABLE
FUNDS

$$
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TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF COLORADO

The Colorado Department of Transportation, under the direction of the Transportation Commission, 
manages the State Highway system and in cooperation with its planning partners, provides strategic multi-
modal planning for the state transportation system. The Commission is comprised of 11 commissioners 
who represent specifi c districts. Each commissioner is appointed by the Governor, confi rmed by the 
Senate, and serves a four-year term. To provide continuity, the Commissioners’ term expiration dates are 
staggered every two years.

Under state law, the powers and duties of the Transportation Commission include: 

Formulating general policy with respect to the management, construction, and maintenance of • 
public highways and other transportation systems in the state; 
Assuring preservation and enhancement of Colorado’s environment, safety, mobility and • 
economics be considered in planning, selection, construction and operation of transportation 
projects; and   
Adopting Transportation Department budgets and programs, including construction priorities on • 
the state highway system. 
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5

2 1
4

6
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8

9

10

11Jeanne Erickson Henry Sobanet

B. Stevens Parker

George Krawzoff

George H. Tempel

Kimbra L. Killin

William F. Kaufman,
Vice Chairman

Leslie W. Gruen

Heather Barry

Gregory B. McKnight

Douglas E. Aden, Chairman

COUNTY BOUNDARIES

TRANSPORTATION COMISSION DISTRICT BOUNDARIES
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE STATEWIDE PLAN ON CD-ROM
The enclosed CD-ROM is a reference tool designed 
to help you review the various components of the 
2035 Statewide Transportation Plan.

Instructions:

1. Once inserted into your computer, the CD-ROM 
will automatically load the interactive program that 
will allow you to access and navigate through the 
statewide and regional versions of the 350 Corridor 
Visions.

2. To view the remaining components of the Plan, 
hit the Esc key on your keyboard.

3. Minimize the CD-ROM page.

4. Open Windows Explorer or My Documents on 
your computer.

5. In the address window, select the drive that 
contains the “The 2035 Plan.”

El CD-ROM incluido es una herramienta de 
referencia diseñada para ayudarle a repasar 
los varios componentes Del Plan Estatal del 
Transporte 2035.

Instrucciones:

1. Insertado por primera vez en su computadora, 
el CD-ROM cargará automáticamente el programa 
interactivo que permitirá que usted tenga acceso 
y que navegue con las versiones estatales y 
regionales de las 350 visiones del pasillo.

2. Para ver los componentes restantes del plan, 
empuje la tecla de salida Esc en su teclado.

3. Reduzca al mínimo la página del CD-ROM.

4. Abra el explorador de Windows o My Documents 
(mis documentos) en su computadora.

5. En la ventana de la dirección, seleccione la 
impulsión que contiene “El Plan 2035.”

This directory will allow you to access the following documents:
2035 Statewide Transportation Plan, Moving Colorado: Vision for the Future• 
2035 Regional Transportation Plans for the 15 Transportation Planning Regions• 
Local Transit and Human Services Coordination Plans for each Transportation Planning Region • 
(as Appendix)
Additional appendices for Environmental and Public Involvement for each Transportation • 
Planning Region
Technical reports on the following content ares: • 

Accomplishments »
Aviation »
Bicycles and Pedestrians »
Corridor Visions »
Economic Connection »
Environmental »
Socioeconomic »
Finance »
Freight »
Highway »
Midterm Implementation Strategies »

Intelligent Transportation System »
Investment Strategy »
Local Needs »
Passenger Rail »
Public Participation »
Transportation Safety »
Security »
Transit »
Transportation Commission Policies »
Transportation Demand Management »

If you have questions about the 2035 Statewide Transportation Plan or are experiencing diffi culties with the CD-ROM, 
please contact CDOT’s Statewide Planning Unit at 303-512-4019.

Link to Statewide Plan Corridor Visions, Technical Reports and Regional Transportation Plans:

www.dot.state.co.us/StatewidePlanning/PlansStudies/2035Plan.asp

www.dot.state.co.us/StatewidePlanning/PlansStudies/2035Plan_Spanish.asp
Para una copia en español del Plan 2035, llame al 303-512-4019

email: StatewidePlanInfo@dot.state.co.us




