Jefterson County
2011 Letter of Interest
Community Services Block Grant (CSBQG)
SECTION 1 (Fillable Form/No Points)

The goal of the Community Services Block Grant is to provide financial support for programs that have a
measurable and potentially significant impact on the causes and effects of poverty. CSBG funds are limited to
assisting individuals/families whose incomes do not exceed 125% of poverty level. The deadline for submission is
3:00 pm Friday, July 9, 2010. PLEASE PROVIDE 1 HARD COPY AND 1 CD OF ENTIRE SUBMITTAL.

1. Organization Name:|Volunteers of America Colorado Branch

Address:|2660 Larimer Street, Denver, Colorado 80205

Contact Person for this Letter of Interest:|Mary E. Davis, Grants Manager, Nutrition Services

Phone:|303-297-0408

E-Mail:|mdavis@voacolorado.org

.. _|Volunteers of America Colorado Branch seeks to identify and serve the basic needs of the most
2. Mission Statement:|yyinerable individuals and families in the communities we serve.

3. The applicant is a:
501(c)(3) L1 Housing Authority
[ Governmental Agency [ Quasi-Governmental Agency

4. Amount of Funds Requested: $ 22,575

5. Which Jefferson County Goal does this project address?
O a. Fiscally Responsible Government E1b. Quality Customer Service
O c. Safe Communities O d. Predictable Growth
O e. Mobility Options

6. The focus of 2011 CSBG funds is in meeting National Goal #6: Low-income people, especially
vulnerable populations, achieve their potential by strengthening family and other supportive
environments, specifically within National Indicator 6.2, Emergency Assistance (see National Indicators
Summary, attached, for further detail). Please briefly describe how your program will provide
emergency services and ultimately help move people toward self-sufficiency.

Volunteers of America will provide immediate food assistance to low-income seniors in Jefferson County who are home-bound
and less likely to have access to other services. CSBG funds are requested to provide home-delivered meals or a monthly
basket of nutritious food, a "Market Basket" to elderly individuals when they request and need the assistance. The Market
Basket Project offers an option for seniors who would otherwise continue to go without decent meals while waiting for a space
to open on the home-delivered meal program, alleviating the waiting list for services. These services, provided solely on a
contribution-basis, prevent hunger, food insecurity, and malnutrition among the vulnerable home-bound elderly. The food
provided in a market basket is more nutritionally balanced and complete (meeting dietary requirements for older adults) than
food typically available from food banks or pantries.

The seniors we serve are on the brink of losing their ability to live independently. The typical elderly individual who receives
Meals on Wheels services lives alone and struggles to maintain self-sufficiency. A monthly basket of nutritious food or a daily
hot meal allows many seniors to remain living in their own homes longer than would otherwise be possible: 92% of our clients
report that the food assistance provided by Volunteers of America improved their ability and/or willingness to remain in their
home (based on 2009 annual client survey results).
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