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RE: Don’t Become an Victim of Identity Theft - Safety Tips for 2011

As a new year dawns, District Attorney Scott Storey recommends a few safety tips for a safe
and happy 2011. These are simple steps to positive changes that can help protect you from
Identity Theft and other financial fraud.

e Check your bank and credit card statements regularly to guarantee that all charges and
debits were made by you. Report discrepancies immediately to your financial institution;

o Select a date, like the 10", 20™, or your birthday. Circle that date on your calendar in
January, May, and October as the date to request your free credit report. Go to
www.annualcreditreport.com to request your credit report. We recommend that you use
this site which is sponsored by the federal government and has no hidden fees. Each
credit reporting agency will provide one free credit report each year. Take advantage of
the offer.

e Place a ‘Security Freeze’ on your credit history with the three credit reporting agencies;

e Make sure that you have enrolled both your landline telephone and your cell phone with
the Telemarketing No Call list at www.coloradonocall.com;

e Make this the year you stop using checks. Set up an automatic ‘Billpay’ system with your
bank or credit union. You can also avoid writing checks by paying your bills by phone,
via the Internet, or with a debit card;

e Help stop credit card fraud. Make 2011 the year you will never allow your credit card to
leave your ‘line-of-sight.” Crooks can use a palm skimmer to steal your credit card
information without stealing the card itself. Use cash at places that take your credit card
away from you for a period of time.
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As technology improves, so do the skills of wily fraudsters. The District Attorney’s Office
can help you stay informed about new scams and stay a step ahead of those who would do you
harm. Be proactive. Don’t become a victim of identity theft in 2011. If you have any questions
about these safety steps or other concerns, please call our Fraud Hotline at 303-271-6980.

The District Attorney's office offers free ID Theft and Fraud Prevention programs to groups

of all sizes. For more information or to schedule a free Power Against Fraud presentation, Call
303-271-6980.
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