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RECOVERY COURT

Jefferson County has joined the national movement towards a successful

justice strategy for dealing with drug dependent offenders and their impact

on our communities . Recovery ¢ ourts , also called drug courts, can quickly
identify the chem ically dependant and actively intervene to break the cycle

of substance abuse, addiction and crime.

Recovery c ourts were created twenty years ago to reduce substance abuse
and crime while improving public safety by more successful and cost -
effective means than standard sentencing.

Currently 60 -80% of drug offenders sentenced to prison reoffend.
Thousands of offenders are sent to prison for non -violent felony convictions
because they repeatedly fail at probation and other sentencing options

because of drug addiction.

Recovery C ourt is designed to give people convicted of certain felonies the
opportunity to seriously address their addiction to drugs and alcohol,
restoring lives, reuniting families and making communities safer

The voluntary program has four phases and is designed for offenders who
are motivated by adrug  -free lifestyle. The program length, determined by
each participant’s individual process, will be no less than 18 months.

Recovery courts are successful because of the coordinated eff orts of the
judiciary, prosecution, defense bar, probation, law enforcement, mental

health, social services and treatment communities. The model used in
Jefferson County requires frequent court appearances, strong judicial
involvement and a team approach to supervision.

Recovery courts require unprecedented accountability through ongoing and

intensive probation supervision, drug testing, strict court monitoring , and
individualized long -term treatment services.
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The Jefferson County Recovery Court promote s safe communities and
rehabilitate s offenders through judicial accountability, application of best
practices in treatment, and enhanced supervision. Offenders will be
recognized as individuals, treated with respect, and held accountable to
allow full opp ortunity for recovery from addiction and enjoyment of life as a
productive, law -abiding citizen.
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