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DATE HELD:

Monday, November 24, 2008
PROJECT:

W. Bowles Ave. & S. Wadsworth Blvd.

Intersection Improvements
LOCATION:
Columbine Library Conference Room
PURPOSE:
Preliminary Design Public Open House
ATTENDEES:
Project Representatives



See attached Attendance Roster - 78 names
ROUTING:
SNG, AGC, RGC, File: 03058
Discussion

A Public Open House was held on November 24, 2008 at the Columbine Library conference room to inform the public about the preliminary design of proposed improvements at the intersection of West Bowles Avenue and South Wadsworth Boulevard and to solicit their feedback.  There were seventy-eight total attendees at the meeting, including the nine members of the project team.  Information was also presented regarding a potential pedestrian overpass bridge over South Wadsworth Boulevard, which is in the early stages of conceptual design.  Informational boards were presented including welcome boards, comparisons of the at-grade improvements to the eliminated grade-separated improvements alternative, a roll map of the proposed improvements, an aerial photo of the project area, information about the potential pedestrian bridge, photo simulations of the pedestrian bridge, and an aerial photo showing the approximate location of the pedestrian bridge along with the at-grade improvements.  No formal presentation was made and the event was held as an open house with project representatives available to address any comments or concerns.  The attendants were asked to fill out Public Comment Sheets and Questionnaires.  Each attendant was also given a copy of the Frequently Asked Questions sheet (copy attached).

Advertisement

The public meeting was advertised several different ways:

· An ad was placed in the Columbine Courier on November 19, 2008 (copy attached).
· 200 meeting notice mailers were sent to nearby residents (copy attached).

· Variable message signs were placed at the Bowles/Wadsworth intersection.
· The meeting was advertised on the Jeffco website and the on Highways and Transportation webpage.

· Meeting announcement handouts were available on Highways and Transportation’s front counter.
Project Representatives

Project Team

Gray Clark, Muller Engineering

Rob Carlson, Muller Engineering

Steve Gabriszeski, Muller Engineering
Paula Sanchez, Muller Engineering
Brad Bauer, Jefferson County 

Zeke Zebauers, Jefferson County

Lisa Padgett, Jefferson County
Will Kerns, Jefferson County
David Singer, CDOT
Materials Presented

There was an aerial photograph of the project area, a roll map of the proposed at-grade improvements, and 8 large presentation boards set up around the room.  An 8½ x 11 printout of each of the boards is attached to this memorandum.  

Summary of Comments

Attached to this memorandum is a copy of the Comment Sheet regarding the preliminary design plans, and the Pedestrian Bridge Information and Comment Sheet that were filled out by the attendants of the open house.  A summary of their comments follows:
14 Comment Sheets regarding the preliminary design plans, and 26 Pedestrian Bridge Information and Comment Sheets were turned in at the meeting or sent to Muller Engineering by December 12, 2008.

General Comment Sheet Responses

Comments:
· Appreciate the presentation and information and opportunity for community input. (3 comments)
· Properties along the west side of Wadsworth are concerned about noise from Wadsworth / would like a noise barrier.  (2 comments)
· Concerned about the traffic impacts during construction (2 comments)
· Looking forward to increasing traffic safety.  (1 comment)
· This meeting should not have been held during a holiday week / More publicity and notice should have been given.  (1 comment)
· Glad that the cost has come down.  (1 comment)
· Do not believe the improvements are needed.  (1 comment)
· Would like traffic lights that count down before turning red.  (1 comment)
· Want to know if the improvements will be adequate 5 to 10 years from now.  (1 comment)
· Want the wooden County fence repaired between their property and Bowles (home is just west of the limit of proposed widening).  (1 comment)
· Would like snow plows to slow down so that snow/rocks/etc. are not thrown over the fence into the yards adjacent to Bowles.  (1 comment)
· Like the idea of a pedestrian underpass under Wadsworth, south of Bowles.  (1 comment)
· Currently afraid to cross Wadsworth, afraid for senior citizens as well.  (1 comment)
· Would like power lines along Bowles buried from Wadsworth to Estes.  (1 comment)
· Feel that the County has offered only cheap fixes to impacted residents.  (1 comment)
· Would like the 3/4 movement from Bowles to/from Southwest Plaza reconfigured so that vehicles cannot make illegal left turns onto Bowles.  (1 comment)
· Want to ensure that the temporary fence is adequate to ensure safety for their pets.  (1 comment)
· Want new County fence along Bowles to be sturdy and tall enough to protect properties from plowed snow / vehicle impacts / fence hoppers.  (1 comment)
· How many pedestrians do you estimate would use the bridge?  (1 comment)
· Would like inconvenience for adjacent business access to be minimized during construction.  (1 comment)
· Preferred the interchange option.  (1 comment)
· Would like to see a median that uses less water, perhaps use xeriscaping.  (1 comment)
· Cars turning from Long Drive onto southbound Wadsworth, then right onto westbound Bowles, will now have to change lanes twice.  (1 comment)
· This offers no solution for the backups from westbound Bowles turning south onto Wadsworth.  (1 comment)
How did you hear about this meeting?

· Message Signs on Street – 8 respondents
· Columbine Courier – 2 respondents
· Mailer – 2 respondents
· Homeowners Board – 1 respondent
· Website – 1 respondent
· Word of Mouth – 1 respondent
Do you feel that this open house was informative?

· Yes – 11 respondents

· No – 0 respondents

If so, how?  If not, in what way was it deficient?

· Most answers were, “we’re not going that far”, “there isn’t money for that”, “maybe someday”.  (1 comment)

· Visually informative.  (1 comment)
· I have found out more than I have in the last several meetings combined.  (1 comment)
· Information was clearly presented.  (1 comment)

· Any info on future construction is useful to alert neighbors through our community newsletter.  (1 comment)
· Diagrams, drawings, reports, and staff and engineers to talk with.  (1 comment)

· Clarify plan so I can see if it affects my business access.  (1 comment)
· More written info and take home handouts.  You should have delivered info to business in Chanson shopping center, Bowles Crossing, etc. as business owners / employees need to know plans.  (1 comment)

· Visual aid great.  Very informed personnel!  (1 comment)

· It is good to know what the final decision is and the timetable.  (1 comment)
Pedestrian Bridge Comment Sheet Responses
Do you utilize the Bowles and Wadsworth intersection as a pedestrian or bicyclist?

· Yes – 11 respondents

· No – 15 respondents

If yes, how often per week?

· Rarely / Less than once per week – 2 respondents
· One to two times per week – 5 respondents
· Two to three times per week – 1 respondent
· Four to five times per week – 1 respondent
· Seven days a week – 1 respondent
Are you concerned about pedestrian / bicycle safety at the Bowles and Wadsworth intersection?

· Yes – 21 respondents

· No – 5 respondents
Do you ever cross Wadsworth mid-block?

· Yes – 1 respondent

· No – 24 respondents
Are you in favor of the construction of this pedestrian bridge?

· Yes – 13 respondents

· No – 4 respondents
· Maybe – 9 respondents

If the pedestrian bridge were constructed, would you use the bridge?

· Yes – 10 respondents

· No – 6 respondents
· Maybe – 10 respondents
Additional Comments:

· Would like a pedestrian bridge/underpass to be located over/under Wadsworth, south of the intersection. (4 comments)

· There is not enough evidence of significant potential use to justify the cost. (2 comments)

· Could delay this until funding is available.  (1 comment)
· Would use the pedestrian bridge depending on the position.  (1 comment)
· Currently do not use the intersection as a pedestrian / bicyclist because it is too dangerous. (1 comment)
· Concerned about safety of senior citizens at the intersection. (1 comment)
· Would like a “walk only” crossing at Bowles and Estes. (1 comment)
· Pedestrian bridge concept is located too far north, needs to be reconfigured so that more people will use it. (1 comment)
· How will ADA ramps be cleared of snow and ice. (1 comment)
· Feel that there are currently not enough businesses at Bowles Crossing for people to use the pedestrian bridge – more businesses relocating there would encourage foot traffic. (1 comment)
· Construct a fence in conjunction with the pedestrian bridge to force people to use the bridge. (1 comment)
· Not sure why angle is proposed rather than a perpendicular bridge. (1 comment)
· Concerned about how little time there is to cross the intersection during the “walk” signal. (1 comment)
· In favor of improvements that would increase foot or bicycle traffic to increase revenue for businesses in this area. (1 comment)
· Concerned about additional motor traffic in this area. (1 comment)
· Would this prevent or add cost to a Wadsworth Blvd flyover bridge in the future? (1 comment)
· Give it the go-ahead. (1 comment)
· Would like the design to include features that make the bridge aesthetically appealing. (1 comment)
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