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The County’s development 
review and permit processing 
fees exist within the Policies 
& Procedures Manual. In May 
1994, the county consolidated 
multiple sections in the 
Zoning Resolution and Land 
Development Regulation 
pertaining to fees. While 
documented minor changes 
have occurred to development 
review and permit processing 
fees, no substantial change 
has occurred since the mid 
1980’s. Jefferson County 
development 
review 
and permit 
fees remain 
below other 
jurisdictions 
such as Adams, 
Arapahoe, Boulder, 
and Douglas 
Counties.

The Board and other 
county elected officials 
have been considering 
revenue adjustments 

to off-set expenditure costs 
incurred over the past several 
years. Among the many rec-
ommendations supported by 
the elected officials, raising de-
velopment review and permit 
processing fees ranked quite 
high. Current Jefferson County 
fees do not cover the costs 
for associated development 
and permit review processes. 
The new fee adjustments will 
come closer to 
reduc-

ing the gap between expendi-
tures and revenues collected, 
but is not intended as a full 
100% cost recovery.

On January 1, 2010, develop-
ment and permit review fees 
will adjust again. After that, 
adjustments will occur on an 
annual basis through 2015, 
when revenues will be pro-
jected to capture 25% of costs 

associated with 
development 
application re-
views. As part 
of this effort, 
the county has 
created a one-
page handout 
that contains 
all Planning 
& Zoning 
fees and is 
available at 
the  front 
counter. ♦

Presenting...

Planning 
Zoning
News

&

Starting July 1, 2009 the 
County’s Development and 
Permit Fees will adjust. The fee 
adjustments will apply to Plan-
ning & Zoning and Highways 
& Transportation Divisions. 
The Board of County Commis-
sioners approved a resolution 
amending development and 
permit fees based on a 25% 
fee adjustment and recovery 
model over the next five years. 

County Adjusts Development and Permit Fees
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Jefferson County has par-
ticipated in the National 
Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) Community Rating 
System (CRS) since 2005. 
The CRS program recog-
nizes and encourages com-
munity floodplain manage-
ment activities that exceed 
the minimum NFIP stan-
dards. In return, citizens 
within CRS communities 
can receive reduced flood 
insurance rates and other 
benefits.  

When construction or 
grading is proposed in the 
flood plain, a flood plain 
permit from Jefferson 
County is required. One 
of the items that may be 
required with a flood plain 
permit is an elevation 
certificate. The elevation 
certificate does not provide 
a waiver of flood insurance 
requirements as mandated 
by the NFIP; however it 

National Flood Insurance Program 
Community Rating System

may provide you the abil-
ity to lessen your yearly 
premium rate and/or remove 
the structures from the 
Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA) as defined by FEMA. 
Successful completion of a 
elevation certificate will also 
ensure compliance with the 
Jefferson County floodplain 
regulations as related to the 
flood plain development 
permit. In review of our files, 
Jefferson County staff has 
identified a number of prop-
erties that had applied for a 
floodplain permit that have 
not provided an elevation 
certificate. Due to a lapse in 
time on some of these flood 
plain permits and property 
transfers in that period of 
time, Jefferson County staff 
has offered to complete 
these elevation certificates 
on behalf of the residents. 

Jefferson County staff has 
already begun to improve 

the County’s CRS rating so 
that property owners may 
save even more money on 
flood insurance premiums. 
The current rating scale as-
sesses jurisdictions from 1 
through 10, with 1 being the 
best ranking and 10 being 
a jurisdiction that does not 
qualify for CRS inclusion. The 
more a jurisdiction does to 
oversee floodplain activities 
and to educate its citizens, 
the better their ranking. The 
County is currently a Class 
9, however, we have begun 
implementing a tracking sys-
tem and education programs 
to improve our ranking. 

Staff believes that these 
measures will improve the 
County’s CRS ranking to a 
Class 7 by the end of this 
year, which would reduce 
flood insurance premiums by 
15%. ♦

Update to Storm 
Drainage Design & 
Technical Criteria 
Manual
The Jefferson County Storm Drain-
age Design and Technical Criteria 
Manual was recently revised in its 
entirety and was approved by the 
Board of County Commissioners on 
March 24, 2009. This was the first 
wholesale update to the Criteria 
since its inception in 1987.  A lot 
of hard work was put in by Staff, 
other reviewing agencies and the 
community during the update of 
this Criteria. The updated Criteria is 
available on our web site.

The updated Criteria is more closely 
aligned with the current Urban 
Storm Drainage Criteria Manual ad-
opted by the Urban Drainage Flood 
Control District and is in compli-
ance with Federal and State water 
quality requirements.

The Criteria is user friendly and has 
eliminated inconsistencies/redun-
dancies with other regulations. 

continued on page 8

http://jeffco.us/planning/planning_T59_R40.htm
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Presenting...

Community 
Development
News

Federal Stimulus 
Funds Available in 
Jeffco
Jefferson County has been 
awarded $6.01 Million Dollars in 
Federal Neighborhood Stabi-
lization Program (NSP) Funds 
through a statewide competi-
tive process. Funds will be used 
to purchase, rehab, and return 
affordable homeownership op-
portunities to income-eligible 
residents throughout the Coun-
ty. The Community Develop-
ment Division is partnering with 
Pillar Properties, Inc. throughout 
the cities of Arvada and Lake-
wood. Additionally, the Division 
is partnering with Wheat Ridge 
2020 to implement the program 
in Wheat Ridge. The Division is 
also facilitating the purchase 
of a foreclosed vacant lot in 
Golden in partnership with 
the Jefferson County Housing 
Authority; the lot will be devel-
oped into an estimated 60 units 
of affordable senior rental units 
over the next five years.

Housing Stock Assessment 
and Analysis will be con-
ducted, as well as an analysis 
of Fair Housing and a provider 
survey. All information will be 
available to the public and on 
the Community Development 
web site upon completion. 

A large part of the planning 
process depends on public 
involvement. The Division has 
been working with its partici-
pating jurisdictions including 
Edgewater, Golden, Lakeside, 
Mountain View, Wheat Ridge 
and Unincorporated Jefferson 
County, to assess community 
needs. This process will con-
tinue with additional outreach 
sessions, public surveys and 
the opportunity to comment 
on Strategic Plan goals and 
objectives. A public notice 
for feedback will be posted 
in the High Timber Times in 
February 2010 with informa-
tion on scheduled community 
meetings. The plan must be 
submitted to the Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment in April 2010. ♦

City of Golden 
Receives Grant 
Golden City Council 
has accepted a grant in 
partnership with The 
Orton Family Foundation 
to conduct an intensive 
assessment of community 
values. The ultimate goal 
is to determine the City’s 
“Heart and Soul” values, and 
to create the Golden Vision 
2030 plan to guide future 
actions and decisions. The 
driving force behind this 
initiative is to ensure City 
actions and decisions are 
consistent with the most 
important values of the 
community.  The project 
began in March 2009, and 
will continue into 2010.  The 
City is currently holding 
weekly community events 
through the month of 
August, which are open to 
the public. More information 
and details on these events 
can be found on the City of 
Golden web site. ♦

5-Year Strategic 
Plan in Process
The Community Development 
Division is preparing a new 
5-Year Strategic Plan for 2010-
2015. The Plan is a require-
ment for the continuation of 
federal grants and also helps 
the Division determine long-
term goals and direct funds 
based on the true needs of 
the low to moderate-income 
population of the County. A continued on page 8

http://www.ci.golden.co.us/
http://jeffco.us/commdev/index.htm
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 Presenting...

Highways  
Transportation

News
&

egy is to provide an additional 
lane, so more cars can get 
through the intersection while 
the light is green.

Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Problems:
While the added lane would 
help auto traffic, a drawback 
was the added width of Wad-
sworth to be crossed by pe-
destrians. A pedestrian study 
determined that everyday, 
several hundred pedestrians 
and bicyclists use the intersec-
tion to walk across Wadsworth. 
The need for improving pedes-
trian crossing options will also 
be increased when an RTD bus 
station moves closer to the 
intersection. Many bus riders 
have been observed danger-
ously crossing Wadsworth at 
mid-block.

Help for Pedestrians and 
Bicycles:
To address the increased pe-
destrian crossing difficulty as 
well as the increasing demand, 
Jefferson County is planning 

several improvements to help 
peds and bikes to offset the 
added width for cars. 

A steering committee made 
up of local homeowner asso-
ciations and business interests 
highlighted improvements to 
be considered in the intersec-
tion. The committee also rec-
ommended building a pedes-
trian bridge over Wadsworth 
to offer an alternative crossing. 
Support for this concept was 
also expressed by persons 
attending a project public 
open house where proposed 
features were on display.

Much attention will be focused 
on improving pedestrian 
safety at the intersection by 
installing countdown pe-
destrian signals which show 
time remaining to cross with 
the light. Improvements will 
also be made to the corner 
islands where pedestrians 
wait for the green in order to 
cross. The bridge location has 
been planned at a place that 

works well with the shopping 
center layouts and will be 
close enough to the intersec-
tion to attract people want-
ing to cross Wadsworth out 
of traffic. Many bridge types 
and styles were evaluated. 
The bridge was to be attrac-
tive in appearance but also 
must meet budget constraints. 
The selected bridge type will 
be a steel arch which sup-
ports the bridge with vertical 
steel members, similar to the 
pedestrian bridges on South 
I-25 which serve RTD’s lightrail 
stations.

The actual construction is 
planned for early 2010 in order 
to have the project completed 
by Thanksgiving. With that 
schedule, construction will 
not interfere with the holiday 
shopping season.

For more information contact 
Brad Bauer, the project man-
ager, at (303) 271-8495. ♦

History of Traffic Backups 
and Improvement Plans:
For years, Jefferson County 
has heard complaints about 
traffic backups and long wait-
ing times at the Bowles and 
Wadsworth intersection. The 
County had studied many 
options to provide some relief 
from this problem. Since the 
longest backups occurred on 
southbound Wadsworth, the 
selected improvement strat-

Improvements Coming to the Bowles & Wadsworth Intersection
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Jefferson County requires 
that any work performed on 
County roads, or within other 
County-owned right-of-way, 
be permitted by the H&T 
Division. Permits are typi-
cally issued for utility work or 
construction of new roads for 
developments. The purpose 
of permits is to assure work 
around traffic is safe and built 
to minimum County stan-
dards. 

Permit basics:
•	 At least 48 hours prior to 

work, obtain permit and 
keep it on-site

•	 Finish the work in 90 days or 
renew permit

•	 Warranty work for 2 years

Failure to follow these basic 
standards can result in delays 
and penalties.

Applications can be obtained 
on-line or in person at the H&T 
front counter. Permit applica-
tions must include construc-
tion plans and a traffic control 
plan. Approximately two days 

Right-of-Way & Construction Permits
is required to process and 
approve permit applications. 
Some restrictions may apply, 
such as limited work hours 
near school zones.

Permits must be picked up 
in person and paid for at the 
time of issue. H&T takes cash, 
check or credit card.

Instead of contractor licenses, 
Jefferson County requires 
a permit bond be issued 
for each permit. Work must 
be bonded for $10,000, or 
the value of the work in the 
County right-of-way, which-
ever is greater. 

After the permit is issued, an 
H&T inspector will be assigned 
to monitor progress and traf-
fic safety. The inspector will 
perform one last inspection 
before starting the two-year 
warranty. If any work fails dur-
ing the warranty period the 
contractor must make repairs 
immediately. Upon warranty 
completion the inspector will 
notify the contractor to finally 

accept work or coordinate 
further repairs.

Additional information of the 
H&T right-of-way and con-
struction permit process, ap-
plications, policy, and sample 
traffic control plans can be 
found at the H&T division web 
site. ♦

In addition, there are now 
$295,014 in Community Devel-
opment Block Grant – Recov-
ery (CDBG-R) and $589,891 
in Community Services Block 
Grant-Recovery (CSBG-R) 
under the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 
All of the funds available 
through ARRA will be used to 
provide employment training, 
increase employment stability, 
and provide energy efficiency 
improvements throughout the 
County. See the Division web 
site for more info. ♦

Stimulus Funds
continued from page 6

continued from page 6

For the sake of efficiency, 
portions of the Criteria have 
been eliminated or substan-
tially reduced to reflect current 
stormwater management 
practices.

Noteworthy updates to the 
Criteria included full spec-
trum detention, infiltration 
structures and techniques 
and mountain porous land-
scape detention facilities.  Full 
spectrum detention increases 
infiltration, decreases erosion 
and eliminates or reduces 
the need for offsite drainage 
easements and construc-
tion of drainage conveyance 
systems. Infiltration structures 
and techniques promote 
groundwater recharge and are 
credited towards stormwater 
detention volume. Mountain 
porous landscape detention 
facilitates enhance groundwa-
ter recharge on site, which is 
highly beneficial to the ecosys-
tem as a whole. ♦

Storm Drainage

http://jeffco.us/highways/index.htm
http://jeffco.us/commdev/index.htm

