THE INDUSTRIAL AGE 1870-1879

January 19, 1870

Sheriff James Ward and the Coroner for Jefferson County,
Mr. Moore, responded up Golden Gate Canyon to the mouth of
the old Gregory Road, and found the dead man hanging from a
small but stout tree. A slender manilla rope was doubled
around the man’s throat, a slip knot added for the pressure.
Because of the size of the tree, the man’s feet rested on the
ground, his knees bent, and his body contorted in a crumpled
posture. His hand’s were untied and hung limp in well
laundered and well dressed sleeves. Only the birds, which had
pecked out the dead man’s eyes, led the Sheriff to believe the
man had been dead for some time.

The corpse was cut down and carried back to Golden City
where Mr. Moore performed the autopsy in the mortuary on
Washington Avenue. Once the man’s clothes were removed,
Mr. Moore discovered that the throat had been cut and the
skull was shattered on one side. Mr. Moore also noted that
such wounds would have caused a great amount of bleeding,
but upon close examination, no blood was found on the dead
man’s clothes. Sheriff Ward felt very uneasy about this par-
ticular crime. He searched the Canyon for evidence, seeking
the area for witnesses to the crime, but all to no avail.

On Saturday, the 21st, the nameless corpse was placed in a
County owned pine box and buried.
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Sheriff William L. Smith

May 18, 1870

Albert Neuman was two miles up Clear Creek Canyon,
surveying a route for the Denver and Georgetown Railroad,
when his mule got loose and headed up a gulch to the south of
the river. The gulch turned into a fairly sharp ravine, known
locally as Brown’s Ravine, and just below the steep rise of
Chimney Gulch, Albert Neuman discovered a man hanging
from a short but stout tree., He recovered his stray mule, re-
turned to Golden City and found Sheriff Ward.

Sheriff Ward, this time with the Coroner and Justice of the
Peace Boutwell, climbed up Chimney Gulch, and looking down
upon the ribbon of water known as Clear Creek, found the dead
man. The corpse, now decomposed to a skeleton, was lying on
its back, attached to a nearby tree by a doubled manilla rope.
Sheriff Ward gathered up the bones, including the skull which
still had the rope caught in the bone, and with his associates,
returned to Golden City.

Doctor Joseph Anderson was called to examine the remains,
while Sheriff Ward began to search for the man’s identity. Doc-
tor Anderson was shown the manilla rope removed from
around the neck of a murder victim discovered last January. A
comparison was made. Both sets of rope had an identical slip
knot, and both were of the same stock, width and material.

July 16, 1871

Just west of Golden City, in a pretty valley leading up into the
foothills, travelers and residents of Golden picniced and
camped. A camper today spotted the skeletal remains of a
human hand protruding from a mound of rocks in the canyon,
which was naturally brought to the immediate attention of the
County Sheriff.

Later this afternoon, Sheriff Ward had uncovered a skeleton
covered in tattered clothes and a government overcoat. A bullet
hole was found in the back of the dead person’s head. Several
unsolved slayings were brought to the attention of the people of
Jefferson County, and due to this recent find, the valley would
forever be called Dead Man’s Gulch. None of the slayings
would ever be solved.

March 1, 1872

The Jefferson County Board of Commissioners and the Pro-
bate Court moved to new offices on Ford Street from the space
rented from W.A.H. Loveland. Soon thereafter, Sheriff Ward
was advised that the contract for the leasing of Jail space in
Loveland’s building had expired, and the contract would not be
re-negotiated. Ward moved his office next door to the old
Transcript newspaper building and set up a contract with the
town of Golden City to use their Jail for a fee of $30.00 a
month. Undersheriff Clarence P. Hoyt would serve as the sole
guard for the Golden City Jail. In 1871 Hoyt was elected Mar-
shall of Golden City, and today joined the Sheriff's Office to
serve as Undersheriff for the next six years. Hoyt's Jail ex-
perience would in 1883 cause him to be appointed Warden of
the Colorado State Penetentiary.







