THE GAY NINETIES 1890 - 1899

June 27, 1890

A small flame erupted in the back room of the only drug store
in the town of Morrison. The drug store was located in the mid-
dle of the block, and like the rest of the structures, was made of
wood. The second largest community in Jefferson County, Mor-
rison boasted twenty three businesses on main street, all with-
out the protection of a fire department. When the small flame
kindled into a large fire, G.T. Harris, the owner of the drug
store, couldn’t call out the alarm fast enough. The flames ex-
ploded through the roof of the building and blew all directions
in the wind. A runner was sent to Golden to find the Sheriff and
the local fire department, as well as a runner sent to Denver.
Two saloons, the library, the barber shop, the hotel, Evan’s
restaurant, Stricland’s Clothing Store, the Post Office, the
church, and all the rest of the buildings downtown burned to the
ground.

December 9, 1891

Throughout the Summer of 1891 three men campaigned for
the Office of Sheriff. Carlos W. Lake, who was a Deputy Sheriff
for John Belcher in 1878 and since then operated a stagecoach
line and grocery store: John W. Lunnau, a new comer: and
Samuel S. Poe, a new comer but a popular man in Jefferson
County. On November 3rd, Samuel S. Poe defeated Lake and
Lannau by receiving 983 votes to Lake’s 720 and Lannau’s 132.
Today, Poe and Carlos Lake made public the money they ex-
pended in the race for Sheriff. Lake spent $150.00 on cigars and
liquor for his bid for the office, while Poe only spent $50.00 on
the same items, and still won.
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November 26, 1893

It was bitter cold this Winter morning at the McCurdy resi-
dence in Golden, where all the family were apparently asleep,
except one, who lay on his bed and moaned. Arthur Beery, the
stepson to John McCurdy, was just now beginning to feel the in-
tense pain and his moans were turning into shrieks of dispair.
Mrs. McCurdy awoke and heard her stepson shrieking in his
bedroom and immediately awakened her husband. It was four
o’clock in the morning. The two parents, dressed in robes, hur-
ried to the bedroom and tried to open the door. It was locked
from within. John McCurdy called aloud for his son to answer.
The reply was an increase in the cries of suffering. Now worried
about their son’s welfare, the two adults went outside and John
climbed the wall to the bedroom window of Arthur’s room.
John got inside and then helped his wife up the wall and into the
room. Together they found their eighteen year old stepson
wallowing in a large pool of blood. Arthur screamed for help as
blood poured out of his bed clothes and stained his mattress
and floor. His head was bruised and bleeding, and a large welt
could be seen underneath the hair line on the front of his face.
On the floor lay a razor sharp knife, covered with blood.

John McCurdy pulled back the young man’s bed clothes and
blankets. He staggered back in shock when he saw that Arthur
had been castrated. In a brief moment Arthur grabbed his step
mother and told her that Alex, his step brother and her real
son, was responsible for this outrage.

Doctor Passler was summoned to the McCurdy house by
John McCurdy’s other real son, Delos. The Doctor carefully
dressed the wounds and made Arthur as comfortable as possi-
ble. As Arthur rested, Constable Hendricks of Golden and
Sheriff Samuel poe were brought in to examine the crime
scene.






