A NEW CENTURY 1900 - 1909

February 7, 1900

The attorneys for Sheriff John Nicholls and William Barrick
have been fighting the last five days in County Court and today
have finally decided to consider the votes marked “fusion” and
throw out the ballots originated from the students at the Colo-
rado School of Mines. William H. Dier, attorney for Nicholls,
spoke for five hours on the cases recently discovered in the files
of New Jersey and Connecticut regarding “fusion” tickets. But
since Barrick ran on more than one ticket, and since Nicholls
ran only as a Republican, then the “fusion” votes had to go to
Barrick. Judge Mann ruled in favor of Barrick, much to the dis-
may of Mr. Dier, but held off in awarding the office of Sheriff to
Barrick until the Colorado Supreme Court could rule on his

decision. In the meantime, John Nicholls would serve as
Sheriff.

duly 1, 1900

The Colorado Supreme Court rules in favor of the decision
handed down by County Court Judge Mann on February 7,
1900. William Barrick today is officially the Sheriff of Jefferson
County and names F.C. Klein as his Undersheriff.

dJanuary 30, 1901

Today, Sheriff Barrick and Coroner Klatt returned from
Cheesman Dam in far south Jefferson County with the body of
Samuel Coburn. Sam had gained employment with the Denver
Water Company and was stationed at Cheesman, when some-
time near Christmas of 1900 he slit his own throat. It took two
full days for the Sheriff and the Coroner to respond and return
to Golden with the body.

When Sheriff Barrick returned he found out that the Colo-
rado Supreme Court had reversed its earlier findings regarding
the election of 1900 and made John Nicholls the new Sheriff.
New Supreme Court rulings from other States caused the Colo-
rado Court to find Nicholls in favor. William “Billy” Barrick left
office, moved to Clear Creek County, and became an elected
Representative from that County.

dune 25, 1903

Today Sheriff John Nicholls, tired of looking at gravel and
weeds, asked for and received several volunteers, and together
repainted the interior of the Jail, built a nice parking lot, and
planted grass out in the front of the Courthouse.

July 21, 1904

The members of the County Prohibition Convention met in
Golden today to set up a political ticket for County officers in
the forthcoming election. This group was against the manufac-
ture, sale or gift of intoxicating liquor as a beverage. They de-
plored the existence of saloons and spoke in defiance of the pre-

sent Sheriff who has not been enforcng the liquor laws that do
exist. Today the Convention nominated J.A. Newcomb of
Ralston as their condidate for Sheriff.

September 13, 1904 Tuesday

An election is held in the town of Arvada and by the end of
this day a new City is created. Dr. Richard Russell is elected the
Mayor as well as Chief of Police. The Anti-Saloon Ticket won
the day since Russell was the local chairman of the County Pro-
hibition Convention. Even though the Arvada Police Depart-
ment is born, Sheriff Nicholls and Deputy Charles Wheeler con-
tinue to serve as the only law enforcement for the new City for
some time to come.

November 8, 1904 Tuesday

John Nicholls, the Republican Sheriff from Golden, wins his
re-election bid for Sheriff over the Democrat from Evergreen,
John Hobbs, and the Socialist from Conifer, Albert Rogers.

Sheriff Casper Whipple
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