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June 2, 1910

L.H. Twyman had borrowed some money from Edwin Sim-
mons in order to build a flying machine. Today, Simmons filed
a suit in the Jefferson County Court for the seizure of the “flying
machine”. Apparently, Twyman was not paying his loan agree-
ment. Sheriff Heater went to Denver this afternoon with Civil
process in hand to transport back to Jefferson County an air-
ship. Sheriff Heater was astonished to find a heap of metal with
a large propellor on top that, according to Twyman, was sup-
posed to fly. Twyman called it a “helicopter”. Sheriff Heater
decided to leave the airship in Denver. He posted a sign on the
flyhing machine that it was held for the Courts and returned to
Golden.

September 11, 1910

Two months prior to the general election to be held this year,
several influential people in Jefferson County spoke out in the
local newspapers that Sheriff Heater was using the power of his
office for personal gain. The whole issue rested upon the
Sheriffs use of free passage on the electric train cars which
connected Golden with Denver. The Railroad Company had
given Heater a free pass, and some citizens firmly believed that
the Sheriff was giving special investigative gifts to the Railroad
in lieu of payment. Today the Sheriff went to the newspapers for
his rebuttal. He advised that during the last twenty months in
Office he had made at least five hundred trips on the electric
railroad, carting at least one hundred prisoners and Deputies
on business related matters. “I have saved the County over 500
dollars.” This last line certainly brought the point in question to
his favor.

October 28, 1910

William Hans was renting a room in the home of Dingman
Dahon who lived on West Colfax near Garrison Street in Lake-
wood. Today Dahon ordered Hans to leave the house and the
two men began a heated debate regarding the separation of
personal property. The argument quickly turned into a fist fight,
and the fist fight quickly turned into a fight to the death.
Dahon took his rifle and fired three shots at Hans, each shot
missing the boarder. Hans, not to be outdone, took a hatchet
and hit Dahon over the head twice, inflicting deep and terrible
wounds. Hans ran outside screaming for help.

Sheriff Heater caught the next eastbound electric train for
Lakewood and arrived in the early afternoon to find the house
completely surrounded by curious neighbors. Everyone was
afraid to enter the house, including William Hans who stood
outside with the curious, waiting for the Sheriff to do
something.
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Dingman Dahon was still inside the house, armed with his ri-
fle, and hurting bad with two deep wounds to his head. Without
hesitation, Sheriff Heater walked up the pathway to the house,
opened the front door and stepped inside. The neighbors out-
side held their breath awaiting the inevitable gunshots. In a few
moments the Sheriff appeared in the doorway with a subdued,
but bloodied, Dingman Dahon. William Hans could not believe
that the Sheriff escaped with his life, and his consternation was
even more profound when Sheriff Heater grabbed him from the
crowd and placed him under arrest. All three men took the
westbound electric train back to Golden.

Sheriff Joseph Dennis

November 9, 1910 Tuesday

Joseph Dennis was born in Chasewater County, Cornwall,
England in 1862. He came to America with his father in 1867
and settled in Pennsylvania. In 1879 Dennis moved his entire
family to Golden. Joe Dennis worked a short time in the mines
around Golden, and then became a grocery clerk for Smith
Grocery (now Wood’s Mortuary) for the next ten years. In 1891
Joe Dennis entered the livery business at the stables on 12th






