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What Types of Raptors are Monitored
by Jeffco Open Space?

Jeffco Open Space staff and volunteer raptor monitors 
begin  monitoring raptor nests across Jeffco Open Space 
in February.  

Golden eagles, peregrine falcons, prairie falcons, red-tailed 
hawks, great horned owls and other raptors all arrive 
in the spring, and over 20 raptor pairs nested on cliffs 
and in trees on and near Jeffco Open Space in 2016. 
In the spring and early summer, many raptors are 
raising chicks. We monitor nesting activity in all of 
our seasonal closure areas, and based on observed 
nesting conditions, seasonal closures typically remain 
in effect into July.  
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How Are Seasonal Closures Determined?
Seasonal closures are based 
on federal and state laws 
and guidelines and our 
knowledge of local nesting 
raptors. The spatial extent 
of a seasonal closure is 
delineated by first considering 
the raptor buffers recommended 
in the 2008 Colorado Parks 
& Wildlife guidelines for the 

nesting species. For example, the guidelines recommend 
a ½-mile seasonal closure around bald and golden eagle 
nests and a 1/3-mile seasonal closure around red-tailed 
hawk nests. Our staff then modifies the circular nest buffer 
to suit the topography and land management needs of 
a given site. For example, we may close only the area 
within ½-mile of a golden eagle nest, or we may extend 
the buffer to make a nearby trail a clear and well-defined 
boundary for a closure.

If you see a raptor nesting on 
Jeffco Open Space lands, 

please contact Jeffco Ecological Services
at 303-271-5927.
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What Can Happen When
Nesting Raptors Are Disturbed?
While seasonal closures help protect some of our 
raptors, not all active raptor territories on Jeffco Open 
Space are protected by seasonal closures. We all 
enjoy seeing these powerful birds in flight and in 
their nests. Please avoid disturbing raptors during 
their breeding seasons, which typically occur between 
January and August, to help ensure their continued 
breeding success in our area. Raptors spend a great 
deal of energy incubating their eggs and rearing their 
hatchlings. Disturbing raptors by approaching them, 
drawing crowds of observers, allowing dogs to run 
free, or otherwise harassing birds can stress raptors 
or cause them to abandon a nest. Nest failure can 
happen in minutes if both birds are spooked away 
from an active nest. Eggs or chicks can become too 
hot or too cold in minutes. Nest predators such as 
ravens, crows and magpies will quickly swoop in and 
destroy unattended eggs and young. 

What Behaviors Can I Watch For?

If you watch raptors, you can sometimes observe 
their competitive nature. Smaller birds will actively 
chase and mob larger birds if they pass through a 
“nest protection zone.”  It is amazing to watch a tiny 
kestrel dive-bomb an adult golden eagle. If you are 
lucky enough to observe this behavior, you will get 
an overwhelming sense of what is at stake for these 
wonderful birds.

The second part of the Jeffco Open Space mission is to protect park and natural resources. 
Seasonal closures help us accomplish our mission, and we are proud that many raptors           
make their homes on open space year after year. Thank you for respecting closures and 
spreading the word about the rationale behind them.
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