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When it comes to creating new trails, our Master 
Plan is our compass.  Adopted in early 2014, one 
of our eight Master Plan Goals is to expand the 
Jeffco Open Space trail system by 25 miles from 
227 to 252 miles of trails by 2019.  This sets our 
course toward planning, design and construction 
projects.

Goals for New Trails
Expanding our network will have real benefits 
for the health and enjoyment of our visitors 
today and in the future.  Outdoor recreation in 
a natural setting close to home is the greatest 
value of Jeffco Open Space, cited in a 2011 Citizen 
Survey1.  Trails connect people to nature on land 
we preserve, allowing them to value park and 
natural resources and provide opportunities to 
improve health and well-being.   Goals for new 
trails are:

 1. Address Increased Demand
 2. Enhance Visitor Experience
 3. Begin Experience from Home

New trails will address increased demand as 
more people adopt active lifestyles and move 
to the area.  The most cited reason for not using 
Jeffco Open Space Parks and trails was lack of 
time1 .  By increasing the opportunities to begin 
the outdoor experience closer to home, we will 
be meeting demand and encouraging healthy, 
nature-based activities while reducing travel 
time.

Simply stated, new trails take time and resources.  
The first step to creating new trails is planning, 
then design and finally construction.  

The Planning Phase
The planning phase includes research, real estate 
requirements, natural resource studies and public 
input.  The public has clearly indicated that there needs 
to be a balance between preservation and
protection with providing outdoor recreation.  
Natural resource inventories and studies of properties 
acquired for trails, and alignment of trails within 
existing lands helps us to understand where a trail is 
properly placed to minimize impact and avoid delicate 
or sensitive resources.  

Trails may best align outside of Jeffco Open Space 
lands, so real estate rights either through easement or 
fee acquisition must be completed before new trails can 
proceed.
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Disclaimer: This information/map is the property of the
Jefferson County Open Space Program (JCOS), Jefferson 
County, Colorado and is copyrighted material. Reproduction,
manipulation or distribution of this product is  prohibited
without the prior written consent of JCOS staff. Jefferson
County does not warrant the completeness, accuracy, or
correctness of this product, its use for any purpose, and
shall not be liable for damages of any kind arising from use
of the product or for any errors or inaccuracies.  
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In the planning phase, the Welch Ditch Trail connecting 
the City of Golden to a portion of Clear Creek Canyon 
Park requires solving the structural integrity of the 
historic wooden flume as well as considerations for 
parking and public access.

At South Table Mountain Park, the Lava Loop Trail 
is scheduled for completion in 2015.  This 1.5 mile 
trail surface will be imported material, likely crushed 
granite, and installed by a contractor, allowing Jeffco 
Open Space staff to focus their attention in other areas 
of the County.

The Ralston Creek Corridor (right)  has been a long 
anticipated amenity for long-distance trail experiences 
by connecting White Ranch and Coal Creek Canyon 
Parks to Golden Gate Canyon State Park.  Recent 
property acquisitions now allow for natural resources 
staff to conduct inventories of species diversity before 
alignments are considered.  Well within the planning 
phase, additional real estate projects are pending to 
bring this project closer to the next phase. 

One of the largest trail projects in scope and cost is the 
Peaks to Plains Trail (left), eventually connecting 
Clear Creek County to the City of Golden through 
Jeffco’s Clear Creek Canyon Park.   Partnerships, grant 
funds, and significant investment on the part of Jeffco 
Open Space have segments JC-1 and JC-2 under 
construction.  Segments JC-3 and JC-4 are currently in 
the planning and design phase for future construction.  
To follow the progress of this project, visit the Peaks to 
Plains blog at https://peaks2plains.wordpress.com/ 

1 Jefferson County Open Space 2011 Citizen Survey, RRC Associates, 
Boulder, CO.

A topical newsletter, Outdoor Insights provides information on Jefferson 
County, Colorado’s Open Space projects, programs and activities. For more 
information, contact Communications Manager Thea Rock, trock@jeffco.us 
or (303) 271-5902. Read past issues on a variety of topics at jeffco.us/parks.
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Phase New Miles Connects Timeline

Planning 25 81 miles 2015-2019

Design 2 73 miles 2015-2016

Construction 17 488 miles 2015-2016

TOTAL 44 642 miles

Key Phase Elements

Planning Real Estate, Natural
Resources Studies, 
Public Input

Design Use, Slope, Alignment,
Permits

Construction Contract, Volunteers, 
Information Updates



accomplish new trails as well as updates to the process.  
An assumption is that it is not known whether a trail in the 
planning phase will continue to design and construction 
until this process is complete.

The Design Phase

designing the trail for a particular user group or for 
mulitple use, addressing slope or elevation changes, 

and ensuring the appropriate permits, such as grading 

The Construction Phase

exist for how construction proceeds, from allocating 

personnel arrive at the scene. 

construction phase. 

right with the project location corresponding to the map 
on the far right.  A total of 44 miles of trail are within the 

inventories are critical prior to further planning.

surface trail. 

assessed for 2-3 miles of hard surface trail.

provide 1 mile of natural surface trail.

surface trail.

natural surface trail to connect to Mount Glennon Park.

Unnamed concept at Mount Glennon Park for potential 

miles of natural surface trail.

connect to existing trail system with 2 miles of natural 
surface trail.

trail.
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