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BOETTCHER MANSION 
Activities 
The Mansion hosted 15 conferences, 30 special events, sponsored vendor previews for prospective brides and 
grooms, held a luncheon for event planners and facilitators and conducted special interest tours for University 
of Colorado/Denver architecture students, Red Hat Society, Knothole, Gardens of Columbine and Red Rocks 
Community College.  
 
Gathering of the Guilds 
Colorado Arts & Crafts Society’s annual “Gathering of the Guilds” showcased local artisans, with 
demonstrations, exhibits and lectures for more than 200 participants. 
 
Repurposing Historic Buildings 
Staff participated in discussions on potential uses of historic structures at Green Gables Country Club and the 
Baehrden Lodge at Pine Valley Ranch Park. 
 
CSU EXTENSION 
4-H 

 Jefferson County 4-H Eagle’s Nest/Owl’s Roost and Science Explorers summer camps neared capacity. 
The three levels for 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students are held in one-week sessions, over a five week 
period in June and July.  More than 400 youngsters explore the outdoors, learn about the environment 
and practice science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) skills. 

 The first 4-H Horse Show of the season was held May 13 with 73 riders.  

 Enrichment classes held in five Bear Creek Elementary classrooms hatched 31 chicks through the 
embryology program.  As a result, three new traditional 4-H members were gained from these 
classrooms. 

 Alex Proft is a Jefferson County 17 year-old who used CPR techniques that he learned in 4-H and Red 
Cross when faced with a life threatening medical situation at his home.  Alex will be honored this 
month at the 4-H State Conference as he is inducted into the Colorado 4-H Hall of Fame.   
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Master Gardeners  
Jefferson County Master Gardeners have expanded their reach to the mountain communities living at or 
above 7,500 feet.  Outreach includes an education and information booth at the Bergen Park Farmers market 
every Tuesday and the DAM garden in Evergreen every 2nd Friday from June to September.  Master Gardeners 
have also begun a blog that is dedicated to the particular challenges and successes of gardening above 7,500 
feet.  The new blog is a first-ever cross county project with the Master Gardeners in Gilpin County.  To learn 
positive strategies for great mountain gardening success, visit the new blog at 
http://coloradomountaingardener.blogspot.com. 
 

 
                                  
 
 
 
 
Explore the updated Jefferson County CSU Extension website 
Jefferson County’s CSU Extension site has new information and numerous links to helpful CSU research.  
Explore the updated site at http://www.extension.colostate.edu/jefferson/  
 
FAIRGROUNDS 
Revenue 
Hosted 856 event days in the second quarter including Colorado High School Rodeo, Good News Coalition 
Breakfast, Barrel Race Jackpots, 3 Ring Circus, Team Penning, Jeffco Library Book Sale, VW Car Show, Wood 
Carving Seminar, Pool and Billiards Tournament, Republican Spaghetti Dinner, Governor's Office of IT, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Dachsiepalooza Dog Show, resulting in a total event revenue of $118,300. 
 
 

Pictured from left to right are Yvette Henson,    
Linda McMulkin, Tom Hooten, Irene Shonle, 
Barbara Fahey and Patti O’Neal who were present 
at the annual meeting to receive the award.  

 

Native Plant Master® Program Receives Award  
The Native Plant Master Program received the Extension 
Team Distinguished Service Award at Colorado State 
University Extension’s most recent annual meeting in    
Fort Collins.   The Jefferson County Native Plant Master 
Program, created in 1997, has served as a model for the 
13 other counties across the state where it is now 
offered. Last year, the economic impact of this program 
totaled $1,232,028 and impacted 156,149 acres due to 
reduced inputs from sustainable landscaping and 
increased productivity from alien invasive weed control.  
Volunteers educated 14,034 citizens and 31% of surveyed 
participants reported that they got a new job or retained 
their current position as a result of their involvement in 
the program.  http://www.conativeplantmaster.org/ 
 

http://coloradomountaingardener.blogspot.com/
http://www.extension.colostate.edu/jefferson/
http://www.conativeplantmaster.org/
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Campgrounds 
3,150 RV Site rentals were hosted at the Fairgrounds this quarter.  The Volunteer Camp Host Program 
provided over 800 hours of service with camper check-in assistance, customer service, site management, and 
restroom and shower upkeep. 
 
Evacuation Destination 
The Fairgrounds provided stalls and services for 252 evacuated animals including horses, llamas, goats, alpacas 
and a yak, during the Lower North Fork Fire.     
 
OPEN SPACE 

 
 
 
Training 
Staff convened on June 14th to participate in Emergency Procedures training conducted by Steve Troop and 
Beth Greer.  Topics included evacuation procedures for fire, earthquake, tornado and other hazardous 
situations. 
 
Smoking Ban in Parks 
On June 28th, Open Space implemented a smoking ban in Open Space parks to provide additional safeguards 
against fire due to the extreme conditions and statewide fire ban.  The smoking ban will remain as long as 
County fire restrictions are in place. 
 

Crown Hill Park Open House 
Staff hosted a public open house at Crown Hill 
Park on May 1, 2012 to receive feedback on 
several proposed improvements to this well-
loved and aging Park.  The Park was first 
acquired in 1979 and receives well over 
400,000 visitors each year. Along with plans to 
replace the restroom and continue to 
remediate unauthorized trails, concepts were 
presented on Fresh Air Fitness, Crown Hill 
Commons and the Nature Place concept for 
engaging youth and families in outdoor play 
and physical activity.  Details and a listening log 
of comments are available at 
http://jeffco.us/openspace/openspace_T56_R
7.htm  

http://jeffco.us/openspace/openspace_T56_R7.htm
http://jeffco.us/openspace/openspace_T56_R7.htm
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Annual Weed Pull Event 
County Weed and Pest Specialist, Alicia Doran provided technical support and educational material to the 
annual weed pull event around Evergreen Lake on Saturday, June 23rd. Organized by Evergreen Audubon, the 
event  received partial funding from Pulling for Colorado (P4C).  Events can be found at 
http://cwma.org/p4c.html.  

Baehrden Lodge Business Plan 
With assistance from JVA Consulting, a Business and Use Plan is underway for the Baehrden Lodge at Pine 
Valley Ranch Park.  The 1927 rustic mountain getaway for Chicago utilities magnate William Baehr was built in 
the rustic architectural style by Jacques Benedict.    Currently closed to public use, three stakeholder groups 
 

                          

 
and a community online survey was conducted over the course of two and a half months to gauge interest and 
opportunities for the structure that was once used as a resort and conference center in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s.  Recommendations were reviewed with staff and public meetings will be held in July to receive 
additional input.   

 
Jeffco Conservation Café 
The Jeffco Conservation Café, sponsored by both the Jeffco Open Space 
Foundation and Jefferson County Open Space brought together a wide array of 
voices to share ideas and brainstorm where collaboration can effectively occur 
on matters of conservation and connecting people to the outdoors. Thirty-two 
colleagues and partners representing 27 state, county, city, park and 
recreation district and community organizations took time out of their busy 
schedules on Friday, May 11th, to participate in a groundbreaking event.  

William Baehr Baehrden Lodge at Pine Valley Ranch Park 

http://cwma.org/p4c.html
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Clear Creek Trail GOCO Grant  
Following a presentation to the Great Outdoor Colorado Board on April 9th and a project site visit on April 
18th GOCO announced the River Corridors grant awards at a June 19th news conference along the Platte River 
Greenway.  The Jefferson County/Clear Creek County joint application received an award of $4.6 million 
towards a 4 to 6 mile trail segment in Clear Creek Canyon that would span the counties boundaries. 
 

 
 

Pictured are (back row left to right):  Ralph Schell, Jeffco County Administrator; Donald Rosier, Jeffco Commissioner; 
Tom Hoby, Jeffco Director of Parks and Open Space; Kevin O’Malley, Clear Creek Commissioner; Marion Jennings, 
Clear Creek County Open Space Commission; Pete Helseth, Clear Creek County Open Space Commission.   
 
Front row: (Left to right) Jan Wilkins, Jeffco Open Space Advisory Committee vice chair; Wayne Forman, Jeffco Open 
Space Advisory Committee chair; Faye Griffin, Jeffco Commissioner; Tim Mauck, Clear Creek County Commissioner; 
Martha Tableman, Clear Creek County Open Space Coordinator; Margot Zallen, Plan Jeffco chair; and Nancy York, 
Jeffco Partnerships Coordinator. 


