Fire Cost Share Principles

For

State of Colorado
Colorado State Forest Service

 USDI, Bureau of Land Management
Colorado State Office

USDI, National Park Service
Intermountain Region

USDI, Fish and Wildlife Service
Mountain Prairie Region

USDA, Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region



In the interest of firefighter and public safety and for efficient cost accounting of wildland fires, the following principles will be the standard for sharing costs on wildland fires in the State of Colorado.   

The Wildfire Situation Analysis (WFSA) and the Interagency Incident Business Management Handbook are also important reference documents for cost share agreements.  

Initial Attack

· Cost share will be on the basis of pre-negotiated annual operating plans between the counties, state, and federal agencies, which include the information in this agreement.

· Future Annual Operating Plans should include a definition of the mutual aid timeframe.

· Aviation resources should not be considered as mutual aid resources and will be considered as defined below under “Extended Attack”.

Extended Attack Up to 72 Hours

· Initial Attack Incident Commanders will determine if the fire is in the Wildland Urban Interface or not.


Wildland Urban Interface

· Wildland Urban Interface is defined as the line, area, or zone where structures and other human development meet or intermingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels, and where there are structures at risk on state/private lands.  (source: 2001 Review and Update of the 1995 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy).

· Cost share for all aviation resources will be at a flat rate of 50% State and 50% Federal on fires where the expectation exists that both Federal and State/Private lands are going to be impacted by the fire.

· Cost share for other resources will be based on the percentage of total acres burned according to land ownership.

Non Interface

· Cost share for non-interface fires will be based on ownership of acres burned.  All costs associated with the fire after the mutual aid time period and all aviation costs will be determined based on these percentages.

Beyond 72 Hours

· The cost share agreement in place after 72 hours will remain in place unless local line officers determine a need for adjustment based on new and special circumstances.


Rehabilitation Costs

· Non-suppression rehabilitation costs are the responsibility of the jurisdictional agency.
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